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SOME    MERIAMS 

AND  THEIR  CONNECTION  WITH   OTHER   FAMILIES. 


The  oldest  book  extant  of  which  we  have  any  knowledge, 
(with  the  possible  exception  of  the  Book  of  Job),  is  historical, 
and  largely  genealogical,  as  its  title  indicates.  We  should  know 
nothing  positive  of  the  origin  of  this  earth,  and  the  introduction 
of  life  upon  its  surface  ;  nothing  of  the  introduction  of  sin  and  its 
consequent  hereditary  evils,  and  the  immediate  promise  that  the 
seed  of  the  woman  should  bruise  the  serpent's  head  as  the  effectual 
remedy,  were  it  not  for  these  early  records,  which  science  and 
human  experience  have  verified  as  true.  What  should  we  know 
of  the  generations  of  man  before  the  Flood  were  it  not  for  that 
fifth  chapter  of  Genesis,  or  the  re-peopling  of  the  earth  after  the 
Deluge  except  for  the  record  in  the  tenth  and  eleventh  chapters? 
To  me,  these  are  among  the  most  interesting  passages  in  the  old 
Scriptures ;  as  well  as  the  first  chapter  of  Matthew's  Gospel  and 
the  third  of  Luke. 

In  giving  some  account  of  the  Meriams  of  this  country,  and 
their  marital  relation  to  other  families,  it  is  not  my  design  in  the 
present  paper  to  furnish  a  full  genealogy  thereof, — time  and  ycur 
patience  will  not  permit ;  that  must  be  left  to  a  more  elaborate 
and  concerted  work — but  rather  a  sort  of  bird's-eye  view  that  may 
not  prove  altogether  uninteresting. 

In  County  Kent,  England,  the  ancient  Cantium,  where  dwelt 
the  Cantii,  where  was  established  the  first  kingdom  of  the  Saxon 
Heptarchy,  and  where  first  landed  the  Romans  when  they  invaded 
Britain,  called  "the  garden  of  England,"  and  described  in  the 
"Gazeteer's  or  Newsman's  Interpreter,"  published  in  London,  in 


1 716,  by  "Lawrence  Echard,  A.  M.,  of  Christ's  College,  in  Cam- 
bridge," as  "a  very  rich  and  pleasant  Countrey,  lying  between  the 
Thames  and  the  narrow  seas,"  one  district  of  which,  called  the 
"Weald  of  Kent,"  exhibiting  "the  most  delightfully  diversified 
scenery  that  can  be  imagined,"  —  in  a  pleasant  little  vil- 
lage in  this  County,  called  Hadlow,  lived,  died,  and  on  Sep- 
tember 23,  1635,  vvas  buried  William  Miriam.  From  him  are 
descended  all  in  this  country  who  legitimately  bear  his  name, 
spelt  either  with  one  or  two  r's,  or,  as  is  now  universally  the  case, 
with  e  instead  of  i  preceding  the  r.  I  say  legitimately,  for  there  are 
some  who  go  by  this  name  who  are  not  Meriams ;  notably  some 
of  the  descendants  of  John  Marion  of  Watertown  and  Boston,  a 
Welshman,  whose  name  is  spelt  several  different  ways  in  the  Boston 
records,  and  by  Savage  erroniously  mixed  up  with  the  genuine 
Meriam  stock.  Such  undoubtedly  are  the  Ashburnham  Merriams 
named  in  Mercy  Hale's  memoir  of  the  Lawrence  families,  and  in 
the  recent  town  history,  one  of  whom,  Otis,  recently  died  in 
Chelsea,  Mass.  Joel  Merriam,  who  recently  died  in  Worcester, 
and  whose  widow,  children  and  grandchildren  now  reside  here, 
was  a  native  of  Westminster,  in  this  county,  and  his  father's  name 
was  Perry,  but  for  some  reason  which  his  widow  declines  to  give, 
he  and  one  of  his  brothers  changed  their  names  to  Merriam.  It 
is  well  to  make  record  of  such  facts,  as  it  may  save  the  future 
historian  from  going  astray. 

William  Miriam  was  by  trade  a  clothier,  and,  though  probably 
of  an  untitled  family,  having  no  coat  of  arms,  was  quite  wealthy, 
owning  lands  in  Hadlow,  where  he  resided,  Goodhurst,  Yalding, 
and  Tudeley,  all  small  villages  near  Tunbridge.  From  his  will  * 
found  by  William  S.  Appleton,  Esq.,  recorded  in  the  city  of 
Rochester,  Kent,  we  learn  that  his  wife's  name  was  Sara;  that 
he  had  five  daughters,  Susan,  Margaret,  Joane,  Sara,  and  one 
other,  then  deceased,  who  married  a  Howe ;  and  three  sons, 
Joseph,  George  and  Robert.  He  also  mentions  his  grandchildren 
by  the  name  of  Howe ;   his  granddaughter   Mary,   daughter  of 

*  Dated  Sept.  8,  1635,  ar*d  proved  Nov.  27,  1635. 


George  ;  grandson  William,  son  of  Joseph  ;  and  appoints  his  son 
Robert  sole  executor. 

Tradition  says  that  George  had  sailed  for  America  in  May, 
previous  to  the  death  of  his  father.  If  so,  it  is  quite  evident  he 
did  not  bring  over  his  family  till  later,  probably  in  1638,  as  the 
births  of  the  following  children  are  recorded  in  Tunbridge,  Kent, 
where  he  married  Susan  Raven  October  16,  1627;  viz.:  Mary, 
born  and  died  1628;  Mary,  born  1630;  Elizabeth,  born  1635; 
and  Joseph,  born  1637,  who  all  died  young.  Mary,  the  one 
named  in  her  grandfather's  will,  died  August  10,  1646  ;  and  the 
first  birth  recorded  in  Concord,  Mass.,  where  the  three  brothers 
settled,  was  Elizabeth,  born  November  8,  1641,  who  died  in 
infancy. 

According  to  the  Charlestown  records  Robert  seems  to  have 
first  located  there,  as  in  1638  he  owned  lands  there  with  "house, 
storehouse,  &c,"  and  record  says  "removed  to  Concord."  More- 
over, from  the  Note-Book  of  Thomas  Lechford,  Esq.,  recently 
published  by  the  American  Antiquarian  Society,  it  is  positively 
known  that  Robert  and  Joseph  were  in  England  in  the  spring  of 
1638,  and  that  Joseph,  and  probably  Robert  and  the  families  of 
the  three  brothers,  with  their  household  effects,  sailed  from  London 
in  April,  in  the  ship  Castle  of  London,  which  arrived  at  Charles- 
town  in  July  of  that  year.  Joseph,  Thomas  Rucke,  and  William 
Hatch  were  joint  undertakers  for  this  voyage,  and  the  two  former 
entrusted  the  whole  matter  to  Hatch,  who,  in  the  final  settlement, 
seems  not  to  have  been  quite  honest,  for  out  of  it  arose  two  suits 
at  law,  as  shown  by  the  depositions  of  Robert  and  Joseph  Meriam, 
and  Thomas  Rucke,  taken  by  Governor  Winthrop  in  June,  1639. 
All  that  is  known  as  to  the  final  disposition  of  these  cases  is  con- 
tained in  the  following  letter,  entered  in  the  Note-Book  but  after- 
wards crossed  out. 

"John  Winthrop  Esqr  Governor  of  the  Jurisdiccon  of  the 
Mattachusetts  bay  in  New  England  To  the  wor"  my  Friend  & 
neighbor  [William  Bradford]  Esqr  Governor  of  the  Jurisdiccon 
of  New  Plymouth  salutacons  in  the  Lord  &c.  Forasmuch  as 
blessed  be  the  Lord  God  there  hath  bin  &  is"  and  it  much  con- 
cerned! that  ever  there  should  be  mutuall  amity  and  correspond- 
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ance  betvveena  our  severall  Plantations  and  to  the  end  Justice 
may  be  equall  administred  to  the  Kings  subjects  wth  us  it  will 
often  to  passe  that  we  shall  have  occasion  to  write  one  unto  the 
other  touching  justice  to  be  done  and  partyes  to  be  righted  in 
their  causes  as  hath  bin  used  heretofore  according  to  the  wch  good 
custome  I  shalle  request  you  that  you  cause  full  &  speedy  justice 
to  be  done  betweene  Joseph  Meriam  &  William  Hatch  in  the 
cause  herewith  sent  unto  you  according  as  you  shall  find  the 
merits  of  the  said  cause  to  require  And  the  like  favour  &  justice 
you  for  any  of  yors  shall  upon  occasion  offred  finde  wth  us  And  I 
likewise  send  you  the  depositions  of  Robert  Meriam  &  Thomas 
Rucke  taken  before  myself  concerning  the  said  cause.  Thus  I 
wish  you  right  heartily  well  to  fare  in  the  Lord  &  rest 

"Yor  loving  friend 

"Jo  W  GovV 
"Boston  22.  (6)   1639." 


The  town  of  Concord,  Massachusetts,  was  incorporated  Sept. 
3,  1635,  and  the  first  settlement  made  in  the  fall  of  that  year. 
"The  first  houses  were  built  on  the  south  side  of  the  hill  from  the 
publick  square  to  Meriam's  Corner,  and  the  farm  lots  laid  out 
extending  back  from  the  road  across  the  'great  fields  and  great 
meadows,'  and  in  front  across  the  meadows  on  Mill  brook.  Huts 
were  built  by  digging  into  the  bank,  driving  posts  into  the  ground, 
and  placing  on  them  a  covering  of  bark,  brushwood,  or  earth. 
The  second  year  houses  were  erected."  Johnson,  in  his  "Won- 
der-working Providence,"  gives  a  vivid  description  of  the  trials  to 
which  these  settlers  were  subjected  in  those  early  days. 

"Meriam's  Corner"  is  "about  a  mile  from  the  center  of  the 
town,  on  the  Boston  road,  at  the  junction  of  the  thoroughfare  of 
the  old  road  to  Bedford,"  and  an  important  point  at  the  time  of 
the  Revolution.  A  garrison-house  stood  near  by,  and  after  the 
first  onset,  at  the  "Concord  Fight,"  when  the  British  fell  back, 
about  150  Provincials  went  across  the  "Great  Field"  to  intercept 
them  at  this  place,  where  throughout  the  day  "this  little  band  of 
patriots  kept  the  enemy  at  bay,  and  on  the  happy  arrival  of  rein- 
forcements, caused  him  to  make  a  precipitate  retreat." 


Robert2  Meriam  (William1),  if  we  take  his  age  as  given  in 
his  deposition  in  the  Meriam-Hatch  case,  1639,  as  "  about  26 
years,"  was  b.  in  1613,  but  if  the  record  of  his  age  at  the  time 
of  his  death,  Feb.  16,  1681-2,  72  years,  is  correct,  he  was  b.  at 
least  three  years  earlier.  He  m.  Mary,  dau.  of  Edmund  Sheaf, 
who  was  bap.  at  Cranbrook,  Kent,  Sept.  26,  1620,  and  d.  in  Con- 
cord, July  22,  1693,  aged  72.  They  d.  without  issue,  leaving 
by  their  wills  much  valuable  property  to  relatives  specified 
therein.  He  names  his  w.  Mary ;  his  nephew  Isaac  Day  in  Old 
England,  son  of  his  sister  Joan  Day,  deceased  ;  Robert  Meriam 
of  Cambridge,  son  of  his  nephew  Joseph  Meriam,  deceased  ;  his 
nephew  Jonathan  Hubbard  ;  the  ch.  of  his  two  deceased  broth- 
ers, Joseph  and  George  Meriam,  viz.,  William,  John,  and  Samuel 
Meriam  :  Elizabeth  Hinchkmans  ;  Susan  Scotchford  ;  Elizabeth 
West ;  Hannah  Taylor,  and  Abigail  Bateman  ;  his  nephew  John 
Buss,  and  Sarah  Wheeler  who  formerly  lived  with  him  ;  w.  Mary 
executrix.  She  names  her  nephew  Jonathan  Hubbard  ;  her  niece 
Elizabeth  Corwin,  eldest  dau.  of  her  bro.  Jacob  Sheaf;  her  niece 
Mrs.  Mehitable  Sheaf,  youngest  dau.  of  the  same  bro. ;  her  sis- 
ter's four  ch.  living  in  the  southern  parts,  viz.,  John,  Nathaniel, 
Mary,  and  Joanna  Chittenden  ;  her  nephews  John  and  Samuel 
Ruck  ;  her  nephew  William  Meriam  ;  her  niece  Elizabeth  West ; 
her  nephew  Isaac  Day  ;  her  nephew  John  Meriam  ;  her  nephew 
Scotchford,  and  her  nephew  Robert  Meriam.  Her  executors  were 
Jonathan  Hubbard,  John  and  Samuel  Meriam. 

The  land  in  Cambridge  which  Robert  left  to  Isaac  Day  was  on 
condition  that  he  should  come  over  and  take  possession  before 
the  death  of  Mrs.  Meriam,  with  which  he  complied,  and  lived  in 
Cambridge,  with  his  w.  Susanna,  where  he  had  two  ch.  b.,  viz., 
Robert,  b.  Oct.  24,  1686,  d.  Feb.  4,  1688-9;  Susanna,  b.  Nov. 
28,  1688.  In  a  deed  of  an  estate  in  Cambridge  which,  in  con- 
junction with  Mrs.  Meriam,  he  sold  to  Richard  Proctor  of  Boston 
in  1692,  he  is  described  as  "heretofore  citizen  and  embroiderer 
of  London."  As  no  other  trace  of  this  family  is  found  they 
probably  returned  to  England. 
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John,  Nathaniel,  Mary,  and  Joanna  Chittenden  were  ch.  of 
William,  and  lived  in  Guilford,  Conn.,  "  southern  parts."  Eliza- 
beth Corwin  was  w.  of  Jonathan  of  Salem.  John  and  Samuel 
Ruck  (Rucke)  were  of  Salem,  and  were  sons  of  Thomas  of 
Charlestown,  who  was  partner  with  Joseph  Meriam  and  William 
Hatch,  undertakers  on  board  the  ship  Castle,  and  whose  w.  was  sis.- 
to  Mrs.  Mary  Meriam.  Jonathan  Hubbard  was  son  of  John  of 
Weathersfield  and  Hadley,  and  gr.-son  of  George  Guilford  ;  but 
whether  his  mother  was  a  Meriam  or  a  Sheaf  I  am  unable  to  say. 

Robert  Meriam  was  admitted  freeman  March  13,  1638-9.  He 
was  a  prominent  man  in  town,  being  a  trader,  commissioner, 
town  clerk,  representative  and  deacon  of  the  church,  besides 
administering,  or  assisting  to  administer  several  estates. 

Besides  the  five  ch.  of  George 2  and  Susan  (Raven)  Meriam, 
previously  mentioned,  they  had  six  others,  viz.  :  Samuel3  and 
Hannah3,  twins,  b.  14  :  5  :  1642  ;  Elizabeth3,  b.  21:5:  1643  > 
Susanna3,  b.  Nov.  3-8  or  11,  1645  (these  three  dates  being 
given)  ;  Abigail3,  b.  25  :  5  :  1647  >  anc^  Sarah3,  b.  17:5:  1649. 
Samuel3,  m.  Elizabeth  Townsend,  and  Shattuck  says,  "had  four 
daughters,"  but  in  fact  had  six  daughters  and  one  son,  as  I  learn 
from  Mr.  George  Tolman,  a  corresponding  member  of  this  Society, 
who  has  made  a  thorough  examination  of  the  Concord  records ; 
viz. :  Mary4,  Elizabeth4,  Sarah4,  Susanna4,  Samuel4,  Hannah4,  and 
Abigail4.  Of  these  daughters,  Susanna4  m.  John,  s.  of  Eliphalet 
and  Mary  (Hunt)  Fox  of  Concord,  and  g.  s.  of  Thomas  and 
Rebecca  of  Watertown  and  Concord ;  and  Hannah4  m.  his  bro. 
Dea.  Nathaniel  Fox  of  Concord  and  Dracut.  Both  d.  leaving 
families.  Samuel4,  the  only  son,  m.  Abigail  Lee  and  had  one  son, 
Samuel5,  an  only  ch.  who  d.  unmarried,  thus  ending  the  male  line 
of  George2,  the  emigrant.  Samuel4,  erroniously  called  s.  of  John 
and  Mary  Cooper  by  Shattuck,  was  dea.  of  the  church,  and  in  his 
will,  dated  June  9,  1763,  mentions  his  "sis.  Gates  of  Harvard, 
deceased  ;  sis.  Sarah  Wheeler  of  Concord  ;  sis.  Susanna  Fox  of 
Concord  ;  sis.  Hannah  Fox  of  Dracut ;  and  sis.  Abigail  Marble  of 
Stow." 
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Hannah3  (George2,  William1),  in.  ist.,  June  14,  1665,  Henry 
Axdell,  or  Axtell,  as  the  name  was  afterwards  and  is  still  spelt, 
who  was  of  Marlboro'  in  1660.  He  was  s.  of  Thomas,  who  came 
to  this  country  Aug.  1635  fr°m  Burkhamstead,  Eng.,  and  settled 
in  Sudbury,  where  he  d.,  and  was  buried  March  8,  1646.  They 
had  four  ch.  :  Mary4,  b.  Aug.  8,  1670,  and  m.  May  24,  1698, 
Zachariah  Newton;  Thomas4,  b.  May  or  Aug.  8,  1672,  and  m. 
Nov.  2,  1697,  Sarah  Parker ;  Daniel4,  b.  Nov.  4,  1673  ;  and  Sarah4, 
b.  Sept.  28,  1675.  Henry  was  killed  by  the  Indians  on  the  road 
between  Marlboro'  and  Sudbury,  April  19,  1676,  and  his  widow 
m.,  July  16,  1677,  William  Taylor  of  Concord  by  whom  she  had 
no  ch.  She  d.  Dec.  6,  1696.  Thomas4  Axtell  removed  with  his 
family  to  Grafton,  Mass.,  about  1730,  where  he  d.  Dec.  18,  1750. 
He  is  said  to  have  had  a  mind  of  his  own  in  all  matters,  especially 
religious  matters,  as  the  Grafton  church  records  show,  and  he 
said  of  two  of  his  sons,  "one  is  overmuch  righteous,  and  the 
other  overmuch  wicked."  He  had  six  ch.  ;  viz.,  Thomas5,  who 
d.  in  infancy ;  S^rah6,  who  m.  Josiah  Hayden  ;  Joseph6,  who  m. 
Abigail  Hayden  ;  Thomas5,  who  m.  Elizabeth  Sherman  and  Mary 
Sanger  ;  John5  and  Abigail5.  There  are  many  of  his  descendants 
still  living  in  this  vicinity  ;  in  Grafton,  Sutton  and  Worcester. 
One  of  his  great-great-grandsons,  Thomas8  by  name,  b.  in  1814, 
went  to  St.  Louis  when  a  young  man,  where  he  spent  most  of  his 
life  and  held  various  important  offices,  being  at  one  time  collector 
of  taxes  for  St.  Louis  County.  Another  descendant,  Seth  J. 
Axtell9,  Jr.,  studied  at  Pierce  Academy,  Middleboro',  Amherst 
College  and  Brown  University ;  was  ordained  a  Baptist  minister 
at  Monroe,  Mich. ;  settled  at  West  Medway,  Mass.,  and  removed 
to  Needham  ;  was  chosen  President  of  Leland  University,  New 
Orleans ;  returned  to  Massachusetts,  and  is  now  in  Medway  or 
that  vicinity.  Another  descendant  was  the  wife  of  Rev.  Job 
Boomer,  late  of  Worcester,  and  mother  of  Gen.  George  B.  Boomer, 
whose  monument  stands  in  our  Rural  Cemetery.  Another  de- 
scendant was  the  late  Joshua  McClellan  Armsby,  so  long  con- 
nected with  the  agricultural  works  of  Ruggles,  Nourse,  Mason  & 
Co.,  in  this  city.  Several  other  descendants  did  honorable  service 
in  the  War  of  the  Rebellion. 
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Elizabeth8  (George2,  William1)  m.  Henry  West  of  Salem. 

Susanna3  m.  John  Scotchford,  s.  of  Thomas,  and  gr.-son  of  John 
and  Elizabeth  of  Brenchley,  Kent,  a  clothier,  whose  will,  dated 
Jan.  16,  1600,  was  proved  at  Brenchley  Dec.  26,  1600;  of  whom 
Mr.  Henry  T.  Waters,  A.  B.  of  London  says,  "  the  testator  of  the 
above  will  was  probably  the  ancestor  of  John  Scotchford  who  m. 
Susanna  (probably),  daughter  of  George  Meriam,  and  d.  June  10, 
1696."     They  had  no  issue. 

Abigail3  m.  Thomas  Bateman  of  Concord,  and  had  numerous 
descendants  ;  and  Sarah3  m.  a  Mr.  Gove  of  Cambridge. 

From  Joseph2  (William1),  the  remaining  bro.,  are  descended 
all  who  now  legitimately  bear  the  Meriam  name,  and  his  descend- 
ants are  found  scattered  over  this  whole  continent.     He  m.  in 

England,  Sarah ,  and  they  had  three  s.  and  at  least  three 

daus.  ;  viz.,  William3,  Joseph3,  a  dau.  who  m.  John  Buss  ;  Eliza- 
beth3, who  m.  Thomas  Henchman  of  Charlestown,  where  they 
lived,  died,  and  their  wills  are  recorded  ;  Sarah3,  who  m.  William 
Hall;  and  John3  (posthumous).  Joseph2  took  the  freeman's  oath 
Mar.  14,  163S-9,  the  clay  after  his  bro.  Robert,  while  George  did 
not  take  it  till  Jan.  2,  1641.     Joseph'2  d.  Jan.  1,  1641. 

William3  (Joseph2,  William1)  seems  to  have  had  three  wives  ; 

Sarah ,  Elizabeth  Breed  and  Ann  Jones.     He  settled  in  Lynn 

and  had  eight  ch.  Two  of  his  s.  removed  to  Connecticut  about 
1 714-16;  viz.,  William4  who  settled  in  Cheshire,  and  John4  in 
Meriden.  William4  had  four  wives;  Hannah  Dugal,  Athildred 
Berry,  Abigail  Mower  and  Ruth  Webb,  by  all  of  whom  except 
Abigail  he  had  ch.  From  William3  were  descended  Rev.  Burrage 
Meriam  of  Weathersfield,  Conn.,  who  in.  Sept.  12,  1765,  Hannah 
Rice,  and  d.  Nov.  30,  1776;  the  Rev.  Clement  Meriam,  who 
graduated  at  Columbia  College  in  1805  ;  and  the  Rev.  Matthew6 
Meriam,  who  graduated  at  Yale  College  in  1759,  and  was  settled 
over  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  Berwick,  Me.,  Sept.  25,  1765, 
where  he  d.  Jan.  1797.  One  of  Matthew's  sons,  John7,  b.  at 
Berwick  Aug.  1,  1776,  m.  Patience  Neal  and  settled  in  Belfast, 
Me. ;  was  one  of  the  original  members  of  the  Baptist  Church, 
formed  in  1810-11;  was  Representative  in   181 7;  Chief  Justice 
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of  the  Court  of  Sessions  from  1820  to  1826;  and  repeatedly 
chosen  Selectman.  One  of  his  sons,  George  Washington8  Meriam, 
one  of  the  crew  of  the  schooner  Albert,  which  was  burnt  while 
lying  at  the  head  of  Bishop's  wharf,  Belfast,  Sunday,  Jan.  1 1,  1829, 
perished  in  the  flames  with  another  of  the  crew,  Thomas  Reed,  Jr. 
Another  son,  John  Chase8  Meriam,  and  a  companion,  fell  through 
the  ice  and  were  drowned,  Feb.  5,  1822,  aged  10  years.  Another 
descendant  of  William3,  James  S.9  Merriam,  is  a  lawyer  in  New 
York  City;  and  one,  Augustus  C.9,  bro.  of  James  S.9,  is  Professor 
of  Greek  in  Columbia  College,  New  York,  and  last  fall  was  -se- 
lected to  be  a  director  of  the  "School  of  Athens"  the  present 
year.  Another  descendant,  Berthia7,  dau.  of  Ephraim6,  married 
Theophilus  Hall,  a  "physician  of  repute  and  skill"  of  Meriden, 
Conn. 

Theophilus5  Meriam,  gr. -son  of  William3,  b.  at  Lynn,  July  16, 
168S,  m.  April  14,  1714,  Abigail  Ramsdell,  and  was  found  dead 
on  the  ice  on  Saugus  river,  Dec.  31,  1744,  and  all  trace  of  his 
family  is  lost.  Another  gr.-son,  Ebenezer5,  bro.  of  Theophilus5, 
s.  of  Joseph4,  b.  Feb.  11,  16S5,  m.  1st,  Feb.  13,  1  709-10,  Jerusha 

Berry,  and  2d,  Elizabeth  ,  and  d.  between  Oct.  20,  1753  and 

Feb.  6,  1 754,  dates  of  will  and  entry  at  probate.  At  a  town  meet- 
ing in  Lynn,  Oct.  8,  1722,  he  and  Thomas  Cheever  were  granted 
the  privilege  to  build  a  mill  on  Saugus  river,  "at  the  Boston  Street 
crossing,"  which  they  soon  had  in  operation,  being  the  first  mill 
erected  on  the  river.  In  1729  he  sold  oit  to  Cheever  and  moved 
to  Mendon,  where  he  was  licensed,  Aug.  12,1 735,  to  keep  a  tavern, 
and  was  surety  for  John  Sadler  and  John  Hazeltine  of  Upton,  they 
being  surety  for  him.  He  was  also  licensed  the  next  year ;  was 
Representative  in  1738  and  9;  Selectman  in  1741  ;  and  chosen 
Assessor  of  ministerial  rates,  April  13,  1744.  At  a  town  meeting 
Dec.  7,  1 739,  upon  his  petition  the  town  voted  to  pay  him  for 
serving  as  Representative,  the  Province  treasury  being  bankrupt, 
he  promising  to  refund  the  money  providing  the  General  Court 
made  provision  for  the  same.  He  had  eight  ch.,  all  named  in 
his  will.     One  of  his  gr.-sons,  Ebenezer7,  s.  of  Benjamin6,  b.  in 

Mendon  Feb.  17,  1750,  m.  Margaret ,  b.  May  20,   1750  and 

d.  at  West  Brookfield  Nov.  21,  1823.     He  d.  at  Paxton  April  8, 


1790.  They  had  four  ch.,  sons,  one  of  whom,  George8,  b.  July  8, 
1773,  m.  Dec.  22,  1796,  Dorothy,  dau.  of  Rev.  Dr.  Joseph  and 
Lucy  (Williams)  Sumner  of  Shrewsbury.  He  d.  in  Worcester 
May  22,  1802,  and  was  buried  in  the  old  Mechanic  street  burial 
ground,  and  in  1879  his  remains  were  removed  to  the  family  tomb 
in  Shrewsbury  by  his  nephew,  Mr.  George  Sumner,  an  honored 
vice-president  of  this  Society,  who  has  in  his  possession  a  crayon 
portrait  of  his  aunt  Dorothy  and  an  oil  portrait  of  their  only  ch., 
George  May9  Meriam.  George8  kept  a  bookstore  in  the  "Old 
Compound,"  a  one-story  wooden  structure  on  the  corner  of  Main 
and  Front  streets,  Worcester,  and  lived  in  the  old  Daniel  Gould- 
ing  mansion,  corner  of  Front  and  Church  streets,  afterwards  owned 
and  occupied  by  Hon.  Abijah  Bigelow,  Clerk  of  the  Courts  of 
Worcester  County,  and  at  one  time  Member  of  Congress.  His 
brethren,  Daniel  Meriam  and  Joseph  Sumner,  Jr.,  administered 
his  estate.  His  widow  d.  in  Shrewsbury  in  March,  1841.  Their 
son,  George  May9,  m.  Caroline  Pamelia,  dau.  of  Samuel  Haven, 
Jr.  of  Shrewsbury,  b.  July  10,  1802,  and  at  the  age  of  about  30, 
after  the  death  of  her  first  husband,  m.  George  J.  Webb  of  Boston, 
and  d.  at  Orange,  N.  J.,  in  Jan.  1879,  where  her  dau.  Carrie  Webb, 
was  then  living.  George  May9  d.  in  Worcester,  where  he  followed 
his  trade  of  printing  and  bookbinding,  and  was  buried  at  Shrews- 
bury, as  also  was  his  infant  son. 

Another  son  of  Ebenezer7,  Ebenezer8,  brother  of  George8,  b.  in 
Mendon  Dec.  15,  1777,  m.  1st,  Sarah  Hitchcock  who  d.  Jan.  9, 
1805,  and  he  m.  2d,  Mary  Cutler.  In  1790,  at  the  age  of  13,  he 
was  apprenticed  to  Isaiah  Thomas,  the  celebrated  printer  of 
Worcester,  with  whom  he  remained  till  1796.  He  then  spent  a 
few  months  in  Boston,  and  from  there  went  to  Brookfield,  now 
West  Brookfield,  and  commenced  the  publication  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Repository  and  Farmers''  Journal,  the  Spy  being  the 
only  other  paper  published  in  the  county.  This  he  continued  for 
three  years,  printing  upon  the  same  press  formerly  used  by  Ben- 
jamin Franklin.  In  1800  he  began  book  work,  and  was  assisted 
by  his  brother  Daniel8,  in  which  he  continued  51  years.  The 
average  number  of  boys  employed  in  his  office  was  about  8,  and 
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the  whole  number  of  regular  apprentices  taught  by  him  was  62. 
By  his  1  st  w.  he  had  2  daus.  and  1  s.,  Ebenezer  Parsons9,  who  m. 
Aug.  23,  1 83 1,  Rachel  Randall  of  Worcester,  where  he  was  at  one 
time  engaged  in  business  with  Moses  Spooner,  printer.  Ebenezer8 
d.  at  West  Brookfield  Oct.  1,  1858.  The  celebrated  publishers 
of  Webster's  Dictionary,  at  Springfield,  Mass.,  were  sons  of  Dan- 
iel8; viz.,  the  late  George9  and  Charles9  Merriam. 

Many  of  the  descendants  of  William3  and  his  s.,  John4,  are 
scattered  through  the  State  of  New  York  and  the  Western  States, 
some  being  quite  prominent  in  their  localities,  among  them  James 
S.9,  and  Augustus  C.9,  mentioned  above.  This  John4  taught  a 
school  in  Lynn  in  1713,  called  a  "grammar  school"  because 
Latin  was  taught  in  it.  The  other  studies  were  "reading,  writing 
and  ciphering."  "English  grammar  was  not  a  common  study, 
and  no  book  was  introduced  into  general  use  till  about  70  years 
after.  No  arithmetic  was  used  by  the  scholars  ;  the  master  wrote 
all  the  sums  on  the  slate.  No  spelling  book  was  used.  There 
was  no  established  system  of  orthography,  as  may  be  inferred  by 
the  different  ways  in  which  words  were  spelt,  though  some  uni- 
formity now  prevailed." 

John3  Meriam  (Joseph2,  William1),  b.  in  Concord  July  9,  1641 
(posthumous),  m.  Oct.  21,  1663,  Mary,  dau.  of  John  and  Anne 
(Sparhauk)  Cooper  of  Cambridge.  Anne  was  dau.  of  Deacon 
Nathaniel  and  Mary  Sparhawk.  Lydia,  the  mother  of  John 
Cooper,  after  the  d.  of  her  hus.  in  England,  m.  Deacon  Gregory 
Stone  of  Cambridge,  and  was  the  .mother  of  Sarah  Stone,  w.  of 
Joseph3  Meriam,  bro.  of  John3.  John3  was  made  freeman  May 
12,  1675,  and  tythingman  Feb.  24,  1699.  He  d.  Feb.  2,  1703-4. 
He  had  nine  ch.  and  his  descendants  are  very  numerous  at  the 
present  day,  some  of  whom  we  will  notice. 

His  s.,  John4,  b.  in  Concord  Sept.  3,  1666,  m.  1st,  July  22, 
169 1,  Sarah  Wheeler,  who  d.  in  childbirth,  and  he  m.  2d,  Feb. 
16,  1692-3,  Sarah  Spalding,  and  d.  July  3,  1737.  By  his  last  w. 
he  had  one  s.,  John5,  b.  Dec.  16,  1693,  m.  Nov.  15,  1714  Abigail 
Norcross  of  Sudbury,  and  went  to  Littleton.     In  the  Proprietors' 
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Records  of  Worcester,  I  find  the  following,  which  I  think  without 
doubt  refers  to  one  of  these  two  Johns  : 

"[59]  Worcester  march  16  1714  By  order  of  the  Honour1 
Comitte  laid  out  to  John  Barron  in  the  room  &  right  of  John 
miriam  a  Thirty  acre  Lott  at  Worcester  with  right  in  coraon  to 
Sd  30  acres  granted  by  Sd  Comitte  may  20'  17 14  to  John  miriam 
lying  on  ye  north  sides  of  Connect  road  near  burnt  coat  plain  on 
and  joyning  to  Indian  hill :  bounded  East  by  land  laid  -out  to 
Benjm  Barron  South  by  land  laid  out  to  Thomas  &  Jcabod  Brown 
and  undivided  land  :  north  by  land  laid  out  to  Benj1"  ffletcher 
West  by  comon  land  near  mill  brook  &  signified  in  the  platt 

"Surveyed  by  D.  Haynes" 

Then  follows  the  "platt,"  which  is  shown  on  the  map  recently 
constructed  by  our  President,  Mr.  E.  B.  Crane. 

Two  of  the  sons  of  John3,  Nathaniel4  and  Samuel4,  settled  in 
Bedford,  where  they  became  prominent  in  town  and  church  affairs. 
Three  of  his  ch.  m.  descendants  of  Thomas  and  Grace  Brooks, 
early  emigrants  to  this  country,  who  first  settled  in  Watertown 
and  afterwards  removed  to  Concord.  Elizabeth4,  dau.  of  John3, 
b.  Oct.  5,  1674,  m.  Dec.  6,  1694,  John3  Farrar,  called  "Ensign 
John,"  of  Marlboro',  b.  in  Lancaster  about  1672,  and  was  killed 
in  battle  by  the  Indians  in  Sterling,  Aug.  19,  1707.  His  widow- 
administered  his  estate,  and  June  16,  1708,  the  Government 
allowed  her  £1,  10  s.  for  the  loss  of  her  husband's  gun.  Among 
the  original  proprietors  of  Lancaster,  incorporated  May  18,  1653, 
were  John1  and  Jacob1  Farrar,  bros.  who  are  said  to  have  come 
from  Lancashire,  England,  about  the  middle  of  the  17th  century, 
Jacob  being  about  30  years  of  age.     His  wife's  name  was  Ann, 

,  m.  about  1640,  whom  he  left  with  four  ch.  and  about  half 

his  property  in  England  till  his  house  in  Lancaster  should  be  ready 
to  receive  them.  He  was  appointed  to  assist  in  marking  .the 
boundaries  of  the  town  in  1659.  John1  d.  in  Lancaster,  and 
Jacob1  remained  there  till  after  the  town  was  destroyed  by  the 
Indians  Feb.  10,  1675-6,  when  he  removed  to  Woburn  where  he 
d.  Aug.  14,  1677.  He  had  four  sons  and  one  daughter.  Two  of 
his  sons  were  killed  by  the  Indians  ;  viz.,  Jacob2,  the  eldest,  Aug. 
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22,  1 6 75,  and  Henry2.  Jacob2  left  four  sons,  Jacob3,  George3, 
John3  and  Henry3.  John3,  who  m.  Elizabeth4  Meriam,  and  was 
killed  by  the  Indians,  left  two  ch.,  John4  and  Elizabeth4.  Jacob3 
settled  in  the  north  part  of  Concord,  now  Lincoln,  and  d.  leaving 
eleven  ch.  Jacob4,  the  eldest,  was  killed  in  the  famous  battle 
called  "Lovell's  Fight,"  near  Fryburg,  Me.,  May  8,  1725,  leaving 
five  ch.,  the  fourth,  Jacob5,  m.  Mary6  Meriam,  a  descendant  of 
William3  of  Lynn. 

Joseph5,  s.  of  Joseph4,  and  gr.-s.  of  John3,  b.  in  Concord  Sept. 
16,  1709,  m.  1st  in  1733,  Ruth  Hunt  who  d.  Aug.  17,  1749,  and 
he  m.  2d,  Dec.  26,  1754,  widow  Hannah  Wadsworth,  and  d.  May 
5, 1797.  He  settled  in  Grafton,  on  the  "  Indian  Purchase"  of  24 
acres,  which  his  father  had  received  Oct.  28,  1729,  but  had  never 
occupied.  In  taking  possession  of  this  land  he  slept  the  first 
night  in  the  cleft  of  a  rock  still  to  be  seen  on  the  old  homestead, 
where  still  dwell  some  of  his  descendants.  "  He  sustained  an 
unblemished  character ;  was  fifty-five  years  Deacon  of  the  Church, 
and  first  of  the  original  settlers  to  die."  His  son  and  grandson 
of  the  sam<*name,  Joseph,  were  also  deacons  of  the  same  church  ; 
the  latter  of  whom  had  a  son  Joseph  who  possessed  the  "butteris" 
used  by  his  great-grandfather  when  he  shod  the  first  horse  in 
Grafton,  (wthe  third  one,  Mr.  John  C.  Crane  of  West  Millbury 
relates  the  following  incident.  "Once  while  fishing  in  the  once 
famous  trout  brook  in  Merriam  district,  the  writer  encountered 
the  venerable  Deacon  Joseph  Merriam,  then  living.  After  show- 
ing him  some  trout  weighing  in  the  neighborhood  of  a  pound 
apiece,  the  old  gentleman  tossed  his  head  in  scorn  at  them.  Said 
he,  'When  I  was  a  young  man  and  used  to  fish  up  and  down  this 
brook,  I  used  to  catch  lots  of  'em  that  would  weigh  from  three  to 
five  pounds  apiece  ;  those  you  have  are  little  fellows.'  "A  memorial 
window  has  just  been  placed  in  the  renovated  church  by  his 
friends  in  Grafton,  dedicated  to  the  honor  of  his  memory. 

Rebecca7,  granddaughter  of  Dea.  Joseph5,  m.  Dea.  Tyrus  March, 
of  Millbury,  father  of  Dea.  David  T.  March,  who  piloted  the 
members  of  this  Society  on  their  late  visit  to  the  famous  Indian 
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soapstone  quarry.  One  descendant  of  Dea.  Joseph5,  Dea.  Henry 
Harlow9  Merriam,  resides  in  this  city,  connected  with  the  firm  of 
L.  J.  Knowles  &  Brother. 

Joseph6  (Nathan5,  Joseph4,  John3),  b.  in  Concord  Jan.  26,  1743, 
moved  to  Mason,  N.  H.,  about  1769,  where  "he  enjoyed  through 
his  long  life  a  large  share  of  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  his 
townsmen."  Says  Mr.  Hill,  the  town  historian,  "To  Mr.  Meriam 
belongs  the  honor  of  being  the  first  representative  chosen,  March 
1793,  under  the  apportionment  (when  the  town  ceased  to  be 
classed  with  Raby).  No  citizen  of  Mason  was  ever  more  worthy 
of  this  mark  of  the  confidence  of  his  fellow  townsmen."  In  Dec. 
1782,  he  was  chosen  one  of  a  committee  of  nine,  to  "proceed  to 
take  under  consideration  the  bill  of  rights  and  plan  of  government," 
and  being  one  of  the  selectmen  assisted  in  establishing  the  north- 
west boundary  line  between  Mason  and  New  Ipswich  that  year. 
He  was  also  a  trustee  of  the  "Boynton  Common  School  Fund." 
He  has  many  descendants. 

Dea.  Joseph6,  s.  of  Dea.  Joseph5  of  Grafton,  b.  there  Sept.  19, 
1734,  m.  in  1762,  Sally  Wadsworth,  and  d.  July  2,  1814.  "He 
was  a  hale  old  man  of  nearly  80  years,  when  he  met  with  a 
sudden  and  fatal  accident.  He  was  driving  home  from  mill 
and  sitting  upon  the  front  seat  of  his  butcher's  cart,  when, 
coming  down  a  steep  hill  in  Grafton,  the  harness  broke,  the 
1  tackling '  gave  way,  his  horse  fell,  and  he  was  precipitated  to  the 
ground,  striking  upon  his  head.  The  blow  rendered  him  uncon- 
scious, and  death  ensued  before  he  could  be  carried  home."  He 
had  seven  ch.,  the  youngest  of  whom,  Lucy7,  b.  Dec.  22,  1786, 
m.  William  E.  Green,  Esq.,  s.  of  Dr.  John  Green  the  first,  of 
Worcester,  by  his  2d  w.,  Mary,  dau.  of  Brig.-Gen.  Timothy  Rug- 
gles  of  Sandwich,  afterwards  of  Hardwick.  He  was  b.  at  "Green 
Hill,"  Worcester,  Jan.  n,  1777,  and  grad.  at  B.  U.  in  1798;  a 
prominent  lawyer  in  Grafton  and  Worcester;  in  company  with 
Judge  Bangs  and  his  s.  Edward  D.  Bangs,  Esq.  ;  and  in  his  later 
years  became  a  noted  agriculturist  at  Green  Hill,  where  he  d.  at 
the  age  of  88,  July  27,  1865,  in  the  room  in  which  he  was  born, 
having  outlived  all  of  his  four  wives,  Lucy  being  the  2d.    He  was 
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a  great-grandson  of  Capt.  Samuel  Green,  one  of  the  founders  of 
Leicester,  and  grandson  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Thomas  Green,  a  physi- 
cian and  surgeon  as  well  as  preacher,  who  organized  the  Baptist 
Church  at  Greenville  (South  Leicester),  and  was  ordained  its 
pastor  in  1736,  and  gave  the  land  for  the  meeting-house,  parson- 
age, and  burial  ground. 

I  find  the  following  thrilling  incident  in  reference  to  Lucy 
Meriam  Green,  in  the  National  ALgis  published  in  Worcester, 
Wednesday,  Feb.  3,  1808,  which  seems  to  have  escaped  the  notice 
of  the  historians  of  Worcester  and  Grafton,  and  which  throws 
some  light  upon  the  condition  of  the  town  at  that  time.  "  On 
Saturday  afternoon  last,  the  wife  of  William  E.  Green,  Esq.,  of 
this  town,  in  attempting  to  pass  to  a  neighbor's  inadvertently 
pursued  a  path  which  led  her  to  a  large  tract  of  woods,  consisting 
of  swamps  and  almost  inaccessible  ledges.  In  this  dreary  place, 
calculated  to  inspire  sensations  of  horror  in  the  most  resolute 
mind,  this  tender  female  became  alarmed,  bewildered  and  de- 
ranged. After  traversing  cliffs  and  morasses  in  every  possible 
direction,  until  past  8  o'clock  in  the  evening,  she  found  her  way 
into  the  road  on  the  east  side  of  the  street  in  Worcester,  which 
leads  to  Grafton,  her  native  place.  In  this  state  of  derangement 
she  followed  as  is  supposed  a  straight  course  until  she  arrived  at 
her  father's  barn,  which  opened  upon  the  road,  which  she  entered, 
and  ascending  a  ladder,  concealed  herself  in  the  hay.  In  this 
situation  she  was  found  in  an  exhausted  state  at  1 1  o'clock  on 
Monday.  Her  mind  gradually  recovered  its  tone  as  from  the 
sensations  of  a  dream.  The  interim  from  her  concealment  in  the 
hay,  to  the  time  when  she  was  discovered,  is  totally  lost,  as  her 
senses  had  given  her  no  intimation  that  a  day  had  passed.  Her 
feet  were  very  much  swollen,  but  otherwise  she  had  received  no 
material  injury.  We  are  happy  to  announce  for  the  satisfaction 
of  the  sons  and  daughters  of  humanity  in  this  and  the  neighbor- 
ing towns,  who  have  taken  so  lively  an  interest  in  the  distress  of 
this  lady  and  her  afflicted  friends,  that  she  is  in  a  fair  way  of 
recovery  from  her  fatigue  and  that  her  mind  will  soon  be  restored 
to  its  wonted  quietude  and  vigor. 
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"  Mr.  Green  did  not  return  from  his  office  till  about  8  o'clock. 
Being  informed  by  his  mother  that  his  wife  was  at  his  neighbor's 
he  repaired  thither  without  anxiety,  for  the  purpose  of  attending 
her  home  ;  but  finding  she  had  not  been  there,  the  tumult  of  his 
feelings  cannot  be  described.  By  the  help  of  a  lantern  and  the 
assistance  of  his  neighbor,  he  was  enabled  to  trace  the  footsteps 
of  his  hapless  wife,  in  a  light  snow  which  had  lately  fallen.  He 
traversed  her  mazy  windings  until  10  o'clock,  when  he  came  into 
the  road.  Under  the  hope  that  she  had  returned  home,  he  hastened 
to  his  house,  but  in  vain.  The  alarm  was  early  given,  and  the  inhab- 
itants turned  out  with  a  promptitude,  and  commenced  and  pros- 
ecuted the  search  with  a  zeal  most  honorable  to  the  cause  of 
humanity.  Information  was  immediately  sent  to  the  neighboring 
towns,  and  great  numbers  of  the  inhabitants,  particularly  from 
Holden,  Boylston,  Shrewsbury,  Grafton  and  Sutton,  assembled  at 
Worcester  early  on  Monday  morning  to  renew  the  search,  and  being 
joined  by  the  inhabitants  of  Worcester,  and  without  a  feeling  for 
their  own  personal  safety,  amidst  a  torrent  of  rain,  while  a  number 
of  gentlemen  who  had  volunteered  their  services,  set  off  in  every 
direction,  to  give  and  obtain  information,  continued  the  search 
until  they  were  called  in  by  the  firing  of  cannon  and  the  ringing 
of  bells  which  was  agreed  upon  as  the  signal  of  her  being  found. 

"A  CARD. 

"W.  E.  Green,  with  the  connections  of  his  family,  tender  their  heartfelt 
gratitude  to  their  friends  and  fellow  citizens  of  this  and  the  neighboring 
towns  for  their  kindness  and  zeal  manifested  in  the  late  alarming  event  in  his 
family. — While  they  make  the  acknowledgement  as  an  evidence  of  their  own 
feelings  on  the  occasion,  they  are  aware  that  the  best  reward  to  the  benevo- 
lent is  their  own  sensations." 

Lucy  Meriam  Green  d.  Sept.  8,  1811,  leaving  a  dau.,  Lucy 
Meriam,  b.  Nov.  12,  18 10,  who  lived  unm.,  a  devoted  educator. 

David  Edwin8  Merriam,  late  cashier  of  Leicester  Bank,  is  a  son 
of  Dea.  Joseph7  of  Grafton. 

Joseph7  (Timothy6,  Dea.  Joseph5),  b.  in  Grafton  Oct.  15,  1797, 
m.  in  1826,  Emeline  Bidwell  of  Farmington,  Conn.,  sis.  of  Rev. 


21 


W.  H.  Bidwell,  D.  D.  He  grad.  at  B.  U.  in  1819,  and  at  Andover 
in  1822,  in  the  same  class  with  the  late  Dr.  Anderson  of  the  A.  B. 
C.  F.  M. ;  Dr.  Hallock  of  the  Amer.  Tract  Soc. ;  and  the  Rev. 
William  Richards,  an  early  missionary  to  the  Sandwich  Islands. 
During  that  year,  1822,  Dr.  Rice  of  Richmond,  Va.,  came  to 
Andover  to  induce  students  to  go  as  missionaries  to  labor  in  Vir- 
ginia ;  and  he,  in  company  with  a  classmate,  traveled  to  Richmond 
in  a  one-horse  wagon,  and  labored  over  a  year,  when  he  went  to 
Randolph,  Ohio,  and  was  installed  in  1824  over  the  then  new 
church,  where  he  was  still  pastor  in  Oct.  1880  (but  has  since  died), 
at  which  time  only  one  of  the  original  members,  a  man  of  80  years, 
survived.  Soon  after  marriage  they  moved  into  a  new  house, 
built  for  them,  in  which  they  celebrated  their  golden  wedding 
in  1876.  They  have  had  five  ch.,  of  whom  three  were  living  in 
1880,  and  twenty  gr.-ch.  Enfeebled  by  age  he  was  then  only  able 
to  attend  church  meetings,  keep  the  records,  and  preach  funeral 
sermons.  Sept.  n,  1880,  he  performed  his  180th  marriage  cere- 
mony for  members  of  his  church.  He  was  then  the  oldest  Con- 
gregational pastor  in  the  Western  Reserve,  and  his  wife  was  still 
living. 

Timothy6  (Josiah5,  Joseph4,  John3),  b.  Sept.  29,  1757,  m.  Hulda 
Darling  and  became  a  noted  physician  in  Framingham,  where  he 
d.  Sept.  17,  1835,  within  twelve  days  of  reaching  his  78th  birth- 
day. Another  gt.-gr.-s.  of  John3,  Samuel6,  b.  in  Bedford  Nov.  5, 
1749,  m.  Feb.  21,  1785,  Alice,  wid.  of  Thomas  Hadley,  Jr.  The 
record  of  her  m.  says,  "Said  Alice  Hadley  married  in  a  borrowed 
suit  of  clothes."  The  probable  reason  was  from  a  notion  which 
formerly  prevailed,  that  if  a  man  married  a  woman  and  had 
no  property  with  her,  he  could  not  be  held  responsible  for  her 
debts. 

Hannah7,  dau.  of  Dea.  Joseph6  of  Grafton,  b.  Aug.  14,  1765, 
m.  Rev.  Jonathan  Grout,  b.  in  Westboro'  April  n,  1763,  grad.  at 
H.  C.  in  1790,  settled  at  Hawley  Oct.  23,  1793,  and  d.  June  6, 
1835.     She  d.  in  1792. 

Adolphus7  Merriam,  a  man  of  wealth  and  influence,  living  at 
South  Framingham,  and  a  member  of  the  Cordaville  Woolen  Co., 
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is  a  gt.-gt.-gr.-s.  of  John3,  and  his  son,  John  McKinstry8  Merriam, 
is  to  be  the  private  secretary  of  Senator  Hoar  during  the  next 
session  of  Congress.  Another  of  his  gt.-gt.-gr.-s.,  Nathan,  who 
was  b.  lived  and  d.  in  Princeton,  was  twice  m.  and  had  fifteen  ch. 
Jonathan  B.  Sibley,  a  native  of  Grafton,  constable,  deputy-sheriff, 
and  in  1872,  City  Marshal  of  Worcester,  who  d.  Feb.  12,  1887,  was 
agt.-gr.-s.  of  Dea.  Joseph5  Meriam.  While  deputy-sheriff  in  Wor- 
cester he  had  the  honor,  if  honor  it  be,  of  hanging  Silas  and 
Charles  S.  James  for  the  murder  of  Jonas  Clark,  Sept.  25,  1868, 
being  the  last  execution,  except  one,  that  has  taken  place  in  this 
city. 

Another  descendant  of  John3,  Ebenezer7,  b.  in  Concord  June 
20,  1794,  was  a  distinguished  statistician  and  meteorologist;  the 
original  "weather  prophet"  who  kept  a  record  of  the  weather  for 
thirty  years.  He  originated  the  theory  of  cycles  of  atmospheric 
phenomena,  from  which  has  been  developed  the  Weather  Bureau 
of  the  U.  S.  Government.  He  d.  at  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  March  19, 
1864. 

Another  descendant  of  John3,  was  John  Newton8  Merriam,  a 
sketch  of  whose  life,  with  a  portrait,  is  given  in  the  Manufacturers 
and  Manufactories  of  New  England.  His  bro.  William  W.8,  m, 
Susan  Dimond,  and  they  went  as  missionaries  to  Bulgaria,  Euro- 
pean Turkey,  where  he  was  murdered  by  native  robbers  July  3, 
1862,  and  his  wid.  d.  July  25,  1862,  from  exposure,  cold  and 
grief,  leaving  an  infant  dau.  Mary9,  b.  at  Phillippopolis  Aug.  27, 
1 86 1,  came  to  America  and  was  brought  up  in  the  family  of  her 
uncle,  John  N.  She  m.  Nov.  27,  1884,  Charles  W.  Coman  of 
Ohio,  and  they  are  now  living  in  Americus,  Lyon  Co.,  Kan.  Mary 
Bates9  Merriam,  late  a  missionary  to  Africa,  is  also  a  descendant 
of  John3. 

We  now  come  to  the  other  son  of  Joseph2,  viz.,  Joseph3,  and 
his  descendants.  He  was  b.  in  England  about  1630,  came  here 
with  his  parents  in  1635-8,  took  the  freeman's  oath  May  22,  1650, 
m.  July  12,  1653,  Sarah,  dau.  of  Dea,  Gregory  Stone  of  Cam- 
bridge, and  d.  April  20,  1677,  aged  47  years.  His  tombstone  is 
the  oldest  in  Concord.     After  his  d.  his  wid.  lived  with  her  ch.  at 
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Cambridge  Farms,  now  Lexington,  where  she  d.  April  5,  1704, 
aged  71,  having  survived  her  hus.  nearly  30  years.  They  had 
eleven  ch.,  a  part  of  whom  only  are  given  by  Hudson  in  his  His- 
tory of  Lexington  ;  viz.,  Sarah4,  Lydia4,  Joseph4  Elizabeth4,  John4, 
Mary4,  Robert4,  Ruth4,  David4,  Thomas4  and  Jonas4. 

Dea.  Gregory  Stone  came  to  this  country  in  1635  and  settled 
in  Cambridge  ;  was  made  freeman  in  1636  ;  was  one  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  first  church  in  Cambridge;  Representative  in  1638; 
one  of  the  proprietors  of  Watertown  ;  and  d.  Nov.  30,  1672,  aged 
82.  He  m.  in  England  the  wid.  Lydia  Cooper,  by  whom  he  had 
four  s.  and  two  daus.,  and  was  step-father  to  her  two  ch.  by  her 
former  hus.,  John  and  Lydia  Cooper,  the  latter  of  whom  m.  David 
Fiske,  Esq.,  of  Cambridge  Farms,  who  was  a  leading  man  in  town 
and  church  ;  was  Clerk  of  the  Precinct,  a  magistrate  and  surveyor. 
"The  will  of  Dea.  Gregory  is  a  fine  specimen  of  the  wills  of  those 
days,  witnessed  before  Daniel  Gookin,  Esq." 

Joseph4,  the  eldest  s.  of  Joseph3,  b.  May  25,   1658,  m.  Charity 

.     He  was  early  at  Cambridge  Farms,  being  a  subscriber  to 

the  first  meeting-house  in  1692.  "  He  was  not  called  so  frequently 
to  places  of  honor  and  trust  as  some  of  his  kinsmen,  but  was 
elected  tythingman,  an  office  conferred  upon  none  but  the  most 
respectable  citizens."  He  d.  May  31,  1727,  leaving  two  ch.,  and 
his  wid.  afterwards  m.  Andrew  McClure. 

Mary4,  dau.  of  Joseph3,  b.  June  4,  1664,  m.  Isaac  Stearns  of 
Billerica,  s.  of  John  and  gr.-s.  of  Isaac  who  came  to  this  country 
in  1630,  probably  with  Gov.  Winthrop,  and  settled  in  Watertown. 
They  have  many  descendants,  among  them  Mr.  C.  C.  Stearns  of 
Worcester,  the  musical  composer. 

Thomas4,  s.  of  Joseph3,  b.  in  1672,  m.  Dec.  23,  1696,  Mary 
Harwood  of  Concord.  He  was  one  of  the  original  members  of 
the  church  at  Cambridge  Farms  in  1696,  and  he  and  others  were 
granted  leave  to  "  build  a  seat  for  their  wives  on  the  back  side  of 
the  meeting  house,  from  goodwife  Reed's  seat  to  the  woman's 
stairs."  He  held  the  offices  of  Constable  and  Selectman.  He 
d.  Aug.  16,  1738,  aged  66,  and  his  wid.  d.  Sept.  29,  1756,  aged 
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8 1.    They  had  seven  ch.,  viz.,  Mary5,  Thomas5,  Lydia5,  Nathaniel5, 
Simon5,  David5  and  Isaac5. 

Mary5,  eldest/dau.  of  Thomas4,  b.  about  1698,  m.  Ebenezer8,  s. 
of  Ebenezer2,  and  gr.-s.  of  William1  Locke,  an  emigrant  to  this 
country  from  Stepney  Parish,  London,  Eng.  In  17 15,  Ebenezer3 
Locke,  at  the  age  of  16,  "put  himself  and  of  his  own  free  will  and 
accord,  put  himself  apprentice  to  Joseph  Loring  of  Lexington, 
House  Carpenter  and  joiner  to  learn  his  art,  trade  or  mystery, 
After  the  manner  of  an  Apprentice."  At  the  close  of  the  inden- 
tures in  this  "memorandum,"  "It  is  to  be  understood  yt  ye  sd. 
Apprentice  is  bound  to  Lydia  Loring,  ye  now  wife  of  ye  above  sd. 
Joseph  Loring,  and  she  to  him,  in  all  things  to  [be]  performed 
what  is  above  written."  His  father  d.  Dec.  24,  1723,  and  be- 
queathed "him  the  sum  often  shillings  in  money,  and  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  acres  of  Land  lying  in  ye  North  Township  above 
Groton  (now  Townsend  and  Ashby),  the  which  with  what  I  for- 
merly gave  him,  I  count  to  be  his  full  part  and  double  portion 
out  of  my  estate."  The  same  year  he  sold  100  acres  of  this  land 
to  his  bro.  Josiah,  and  soon  after  went  to  Hopkinton,  where  in 
1733  he  bought  land  of  John  Howe,  and  in  1736  bought  of  Benj. 
Beduna  land  and  a  grist-mill.  The  same  year  he  sold  land  to 
Josiah  Rice,  and  in  1751,  being  then  of  the  "Country  Gore," 
now  North  Oxford,  he  sold  lands  in  Hopkinton  to  Joseph  Wood 
of  that  town.  He  and  his  w.  were  "admitted  to  full  communion" 
in  the  church  at  Hopkinton  April  4,  1725,  and  dismissed  to  the 
church  in  Oxford  Sept.  3,  1738.  In  1753  he  contracted  with  the 
"  Proprietors  of  Gardner's  Canada  Township,"  now  Warwick,  to 
build  them  a  mill,  but  it  was  not  completed  for  several  years,  as 
he  was  frequently  driven  from  his  work  by  his  fear  of  the  Indians, 
who  were  "doing  much  mischief  in  the  vicinity,"  but  gave  as  an 
excuse  for  not  fulfilling  the  contract  in  the  time  specified,  1753, 
sickness  in  his  family,  and  the  death  of  a  dau.  of  whom  there  is 
no  further  account.  They  had  three  daus.  who  lived  to  have 
families,  and  their  descendants  are  numerous  at  the  present  day, 
viz.,  Lydia6,  who  m.  Elijah  Towne  of  Oxford  and  settled  in  War- 
wick ;  Hannah6,  who  m.  Nehemiah  Stone  of  Charlton,  where  they 
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settled  ;  and  Susannah6,  who  m.  Silas  Towne  of  Oxford,  and  settled 
in  Warwick,  but  he  was  not  a  bro.  of  Elijah.  Susannah6  is  de- 
scribed as  "a  woman  of  remarkable  energy  of  character,  and  many 
persons  cotemporary  with  her  could  testify  to  her  many  acts  of 
charity  and  benevolence." 

Edward  I.  Comins,  teacher,  and  President  of  the  Common 
Council  of  the  City  of  Worcester,  is  a  gt.-gr.-s.  of  Nehemiah  and 
Hannah  Stone,  as  well  as  his  half-bro.,  the  late  Capt.  Julius  Tucker 
of  Charlton. 

Thomas5  (Thomas4,  Joseph3),  bap.  April  21,  1700,  m.  Tabitha 
Stone,  and  d.  in  Westminster,  June  4,  1752,  They  had  twelve 
ch.,  most  of  whom  settled  in  Westminster,  viz.,  Samuel6,  m.  Anna6 
Whitney  of  Waltham  ;  Nathan6,  m.  Mary  Hosmer ;  Mary6,  m. 
David5  Whitney  of  Waltham  ;  Hannah6,  d.  young  ;  Thomas6,  m. 
Sarah  Wilder  ;  Tabitha6,  m.  Nathan5  Whitney  of  Waltham  ;  Lydia6, 
m.  Josiah  Cutting  of  Narragansett,  now  Westminster  ;  Hepzibah6, 
d.  young ;  Elizabeth6,  m.  Moses  or  Nathan  Sawtell  of  Concord  ; 
Hannah6,  d.  young ;  Eunice6,  d.  young ;  and  David6,  who  m. 
Patty  Conant,  and  was  the  ancestor  of  Rev.  Oeorge  W.  Phillips, 
late  of  Worcester,  whose  mother  was  Julia  Stone,  gr.-dau.  of 
David6  Meriam.  Edward  and  George  C.  Whitney  of  Worcester 
are  descendants  of  Thomas5  Meriam.  From  Samuel6  (Nathan7, 
Nathan8)  are  descended  Dea.  Abner  Holden9  Merriam,  for  many 
years  Principal  of  Westminster  Academy,  now  of  Templeton,  and 
the  Rev.  Franklin9  Merriam  (Joel8,  Nathan7)  of  Waterville,  Me. 
Jacob  Harris8  Merriam  (Jonathan7,  Samuel6)  was  a  minister  at 
Fitchburg. 

Lucinda8  Merriam  (Jonas7,  Thomas6),  b.  in  Westminster  April 
15,  1 791,  m.  July  15,  1814,  Dea.  Benjamin  F.  Wood,  of  West- 
minster, and  their  eldest  ch.,  Franklin9,  grad.  at  D.  C.  in  1841  ; 
taught  school  at  Southboro'  ;  at  Canton  Academy,  St.  Lawrence 
Co.,  N.  Y. ;  at  Gilbertville  Academy  and  Collegiate  Institute, 
Butternuts,  Otsego  Co.,  N.  Y. ;  was  Judge  of  Probate  for  Wright 
Co.,  Minn.,  in  185  7  ;  resigned  in  1858  ;  took  charge  of  the  male 
seminary  at  Newcastle,  Hardman  Co.,  Tenn.  ;  returned  to  West- 
minster and  opened  a  select  school  in  its  vicinity  ;  went  to  Marys- 
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ville,  Ohio,  and  established  a  female  seminary,  and  is  now  at 
Binghampton,  N.  Y.  Their  2d  s.,  Abel9,  grad.  at  D.  C.  in  1843  j 
and  at  Andover  Theo.  Sem.,  1848  ;  preached  at  Warner,  N.  H. ; 
taught  at  Beloit,  Rock  Co.,  111. ;  at  Canton,  N.  Y. ;  at  Kimball 
Union  Academy,  Meriden,  N.  H. ;  at  Albany,  N.  Y.,  Academy ; 
and  is  Principal  of  the  Collegiate  Institute  at  Gilbertville,  N.  Y., 
at  the  present  time. 

David7  Merriam  (Isaac6,  Isaac5,  Thomas4,  Joseph3),  b.  in  Con- 
cord Jan.  28,  1760,  m.  1st,  Phoebe  Foster,  and  2d,  Betsey  Conant, 
both  of  Ashburnham,  and  went  to  Walpole,  N.  H.,  and  from  there 
to  Brandon,  Vt.,  where  he  d.  Feb.  15,  1849.  He  was  several  years 
selectman,  and  filled  other  town  offices.  He  was  deacon  of  the 
church  a  long  time  ;  "a  man  of  an  uncommonly  mild  and  quiet 
temperament,  and  his  death  was  as  placid  as  his  life  had  been 
peaceful." 

Isaac7  (Isaac6),  b.  in  Concord  Jan.  26  or  27,  1762,  was  a  soldier 
in  the  Revolution  ;  m.  Betsey  Waite  ;  removed  to  Northumber- 
land, N.  H.,  and  d.  at  Jackson,  N.  Y.,  Feb.  1,  1853,  aged  91. 

Jonathan7  (Isaac6),  b.  in  Concord,  in  1764;  went  to  Brandon, 
Vt. ;  m.  a  dau.  of  John  Conant,  Esq.,  of  Brandon  ;  was  selectman 
and  filled  other  town  offices  ;  and  was  dea.  of  the  Baptist  Church. 
He  had  two  s.,  Isaac8  and  Jonathan8,  who  were  Baptist  ministers. 
This  Isaac8  I  think  to  be  the  one  who  was  settled  at  Webster  in 
1829,  and  at  Sturbridge  in  1836. 

Isaac  Foster8  (David7,  Isaac6),  b.  in  Brandon,  Vt.,  July  27, 
1790,  m.  June  23,  181 7,  Cynthia  Conant,  and  d.  Sept.  30,  1856. 
He  was  a  distinguished  physician,  having  studied  with  Dr.  Joel 
Green  of  Brandon. 

Laureston  Alphonso9  (Herschel  Parks8,  Jonas  Davis7,  Isaac6), 
b.  in  Malone,  N.  Y.,  Dec.  7,  1843,  m.  March  8,  1873,  Mattie  D. 
Carter  of  Waukan,  Wis.,  but  a  native  of  N.  Y.  State,  "a  success- 
ful sketch  writer,  and  has  been  given  the  name  of  'The  Fanny 
Fern  of  the  West.'  She  is  a  regular  contributor  to  several  Eastern 
periodicals,  among  which  the  New  York  Weekly  has  been  the 
most  prominent."  He  received  a  classical  and  scientific  educa- 
tion at  Franklin  Academy,  Malone,  grad.  in  1867,  and  at  the  U. 
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of  Mich,  in  1873,  ^th  the  degree  of  M.  D.  He  practiced  at 
Berlin,  Wis.,  and  Cresco,  Iowa,  till  1879,  *he  summer  of  which 
and  the  following  winter  he  spent  in  N.  Y.  City,  matriculating  at 
Bellevue  Hosp.,  Med.  Coll.  and  Univ.,  especially  in  diseases  of 
the  nervous  system.  He  returned  to  Cresco  for  a  while,  and 
June  1,  1 88 1,  went  to  Omaha,  Neb.  While  in  Iowa  he  was  sec- 
retary and  treasurer  of  the  Howard  Co.  Medical  Society  ;  delegate 
to  the  Am.  Medical  Association,  1876;  and  has  been  secretary 
and  treasurer,  vice-president  and  president  of  the  North  Iowa 
Medical  Society ;  was  attending  physician  and  surgeon  to  Childs 
Hospital,  Omaha,  in  1882-3  ;  is  a  member  of  Douglas  Co.,  Neb., 
Medical  Society,  and  Nebraska  State  Medical  Society ;  and  was 
elected  Prof,  of  the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Medicine  in  Neb. 
Univ.  Coll.  of  Med.,  June  14,  1883,  which  position  he  still  holds  ; 
and  is  a  regular  contributor  to  the  Courses  of  Medicine  and  Sur- 
gery of  St.  Louis.     His  parents  are  still  living  at  Berlin,  Wis. 

Robert4  (Joseph3),  b.  Dec.  17,  1667,  m.  Abigail  Hayward. 
He  was  a  subscriber  to  the  meeting-house  at  Cambridge  Farms 
in  1692  ;  assessor  in  1700;  and  in  1711,  one  of  the  subscribers 
for  the  purchase  of  the  common.  He  and  his  w.  were  admitted 
to  the  church  in  1698.  They  had  nine  ch.,  one  of  whom,  Jona- 
than5, moved  to  the  "Country  Gore"  (North  Oxford),  in  May, 
1729,  with  his  bro.  Dr.  Hezekiah5,  and  cousin,  Ebenezer5,  where 
they  bought  of  Joseph  Haven  and  Henry  Mellen,  of  Hopkinton, 
400  acres  for  ^315,  6  s.,  one  fourth  part  of  which,  on  the  13th  of 
the  following  Aug.,  they  sold  to  Joshua5,  bro.  of  Ebenezer5,  for 
^85  "in  good  bills  of  Credit  on  the  Province."  Jonathan5  built 
a  house  on  the  northeasterly  part  of  this  purchase,  the  site  of 
which  is  still  visible  on  the  farm  of  the  late  Mr.  George  W.  Hart- 
well,  to  whose  granduncle,  Capt.  Isaac  Hartwell,  he  sold  the  place 
or  a  portion  of  it,  by  deed  May  30,  1734.  Some  portion  of  this 
house  was  used  in  building  the  one  occupied  by  Mr.  H.  Jona- 
than returned  to  Lexington  where  he  d.  Feb.  20,  1738.     He  was 

b.  July  25,  1705,  and  m.  Sarah .     They  had  no  ch.  so  far  as 

known. 

Dr.  Hezekiah5,  bro.  of  Jonathan5,  b.  in  Lexington  May  30, 
1707,  m.  in  1725,  Prudence  .     He  went  to  the  "Country 
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Gore"  in  1729,  and  first  settled  at  the  place  afterwards  occupied 
by  Joseph  Childs,  just  south  of  the  Ebenezer  Locke  place.  The 
house  was  torn  down  within  my  remembrance.  He  afterwards 
moved  two  or  three  times,  each  time  farther  east,  the  last  within 
the  limits  of  Ward,  now  Auburn,  where  he  d.  Oct.  24,  1803,  aged 
97  years,  leaving  a  vvid.  with  whom  he  had  lived  upwards  of  78 
years.  They  had  eleven  ch.,  one  of  whom,  Dr.  Hezekiah6,  m. 
Sarah  Claflin.  Dr.  Hezekiah5  was  both  a  physician  and  a  farmer. 
One  dau.  Lucie6,  b.  May  18,  1746,  m.  in  1767,  Benjamin,  s.  of 
Dea.  Jonathan  and  Patience  (Morse)  Keys  of  Marlboro',  and 
settled  in  the  North  Parish  of  Shrewsbury,  now  West  Boylston. 

Beulah6  (Joseph5,  Robert4),  b.  July  12,  or  Aug.  2-7,  1730, 
these  three  dates  being  given  by  different  ones,  m.  Aug.  7,  1757, 
John,  s.  of  Samuel  and  Dinah  Chandler,  then  of  that  part  of  Con- 
cord afterwards  included  in  Lincoln,  but  subsequently  moved  to 
Lexington,  where  he  spent  his  days,  dying  Nov.  22,  1810,  aged 
79.  She  d.  Feb.  9,  1813,  aged  8^.  He  held  a  commission 
under  Gov.  Bernard  as  "Cornet  of  his  Majesty's  Blue  Troop"  ; 
nevertheless  he  was  not  false  to  his  native  colony,  as  he  belonged 
to  the  Spartan  band,  headed  by  Captain  Parker,  in  1775.  His 
sword,  holsters,  and  a  part  of  his  commission  are  preserved  in 
the  family,  and  were  in  the  hands  of  his  gr.-s.,  the  late  Samuel 
Chandler.  He  held  many  important  offices,  being  selectman  in 
the  period  of  the  Revolution  ;  a  member  of  the  committee  of 
correspondence  ;  and  many  years  treasurer  of  the  ministerial  funds, 
which  "he  managed  with  great  wisdom  and  fidelity."  They  had 
six  ch.  John7,  the  eldest,  b.  Dec.  31,  1758,  m.  Jan.  12,  1786, 
Peggy  Mack  of  Salem,  by  whom  he  had  ten  ch.  He  was  a  mem- 
ber of  Captain  Parker's  company,  and  was  on  Lexington  Common 
on  the  19th  of  April,  1775.  He  was  also  in  a  detachment  of  the 
company  which  was  called  to  Cambridge  May  10,  and  in  another 
one  which  marched  to  Cambridge  June  17,  1775.  In  1779  he 
entered  the  marine  service  under  Commodore  Tucker.  "  Being 
on  the  southern  coast  he  was  included  in  the  capitulation  of 
Charleston,  S.  C,  by  Gen.  Lincoln  in  1780.  After  enduring  severe 
suffering  from  confinement  and  want  of  food,  he  was  exchanged, 
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and  in  company  with  Joseph  Loring,  another  prisoner  from  Lex- 
ington, without  money  and  nearly  naked,  made  his  way  home  as 
best  he  could,  depending  upon  the  charity  of  the  people,  reaching 
Lexington  after  about  a  year's  absence,  destitute  and  wretched." 
After  the  close  of  the  war  he  was  actively  engaged  in  the  militia ; 
was  elected  captain  in  1790,  and  major  in  1796.  He  was  also  a 
selectman.  Nathan7,  another  s.,  b.  Feb.  24,  1762,  m.  Oct.  24, 
1785,  Ruth,  only  dau.  of  Lieut.  William  and  Ruth  Tidd ;  was  a 
lieut.  in  the  Lexington  Artillery  in  1793;  selectman  15  years; 
assessor  11  years;  town  clerk  8  years;  treasurer  13  years;  rep- 
resentative 8  years ;  senator  and  councillor  4  years ;  and  for  a 
long  time  one  of  the  principal  magistrates  of  the  town.  Another 
s.,  Samuel7,  b.  Feb.  16,  1766,  grad.  H.  C.  in  1790,  studied  the- 
ology and  was  ordained  over  the  2d  Church  in  Kittery,  now 
Eliot,  Me.,  Oct.  17,  1792.  He  m.  May  30,  1793,  Lydia  Spring, 
dau.  of  his  predecessor  in  the  parish,  by  whom  he  had  a  family; 
one  s.,  Alpheus  S.s  Chandler,  was  a  physician  in  Columbia,  Me. 

Daniel8  Chandler  (John7,  Beulah6  Meriam),  b.  Oct.  14,  1788, 
m.  June  7,  1815,  Susanna  Downing.  He  entered  the  U.  S.  service 
as  ensign  in  March,  181 2,  and  on  the  breaking  out  of  the  war, 
marched  in  Aug.  to  the  frontier,  in  Col.  Tuttle's  regiment,  win- 
tered in  181 2-13  at  French  Mills,  and  was  at  Plattsburg  in  181 3. 
While  on  a  hunting  excursion  he  was  severely  wounded  by  the 
accidental  discharge  of  a  gun,  and  being  unable  to  perform  active 
duty  was  detailed  on  the  recruiting  service  till  1814,  when  he  re- 
turned to  the  frontier.  He  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  lieut. 
and  on  the  return  of  peace  resigned  his  commission  and  returned 
home.  He  was  5  years  Supt.  of  the  Farm  School  at  Thompson's 
Island,  Boston  Harbor,  and  was  afterwards  appointed  Supt.  of  the 
House  of  Industry,  and  also  of  the  House  of  Reformation  in 
Boston,  and  d.  June  16,  1847,  of  ship  fever. 

Samuel3  Chandler,  another  s.  of  John7,  b.  Oct.  26,  1795,  m. 
1st,  Lydia,  and  2d,  Abigail,  daus.  of  Amos  and  Lydia  Muzzy.  He 
entered  the  U.  S.  service  as  ensign  in  18 14,  and  was  stationed  at 
Pittsfield,  from  whence  he  was  detailed  to  conduct  a  body  of 
British  prisoners  to  Canada  on  exchange.     Soon  after  his  return 
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the  troops  were  ordered  to  the  Niagara  frontier,  and  arrived  at 
Buffalo  the  day  before  the  battle  of  Lundy's  Lane,  but  not  in 
season  for  this  corps  to  take  part  in  the  fight.  Early  in  Aug.  they 
were  ordered  to  Fort  Erie,  then  besieged  by  the  British  under 
Gen.  Drummond,  and  kept  in  a  close  state  of  investment  about 
two  months.  During  this  period  there  were  two  desperate  battles 
in  which  he  participated, — an  assault  by  Drummond  on  the  fort, 
Aug.  15,  and  a  sortie  from  the  fort,  Sept.  17,  which  induced 
Drummond  to  raise  the  siege.  The  loss  in  these  two  battles  was 
returned  at  595  Americans  and  1700  British,  including  400  pris- 
oners. After  this  trying  campaign,  during  which  he  and  others 
for  five  months  never  slept  but  with  their  clothes  on,  came  the 
return  of  peace.  Though  he  had  been  promoted,  and  held  a 
commission  of  lieut.  he  had  had  command  of  a  company,  and 
was  subsequently  maj.-gen.  of  the  militia.  He  held  the  office  of 
sheriff  10  years;  was  state  senator,  justice  of  the  peace,  and  trial 
justice;  and  d.  at  Lexington  July  20,  1S67.  His  s.,  John  L.9 
Chandler,  at  the  breaking  out  of  the  Rebellion  was  in  Missouri, 
and  entered  the  service  in  which  he  continued  till  the  troops  were 
discharged.  He  began  as  lieut.,  was  in  several  battles,  and  pro- 
moted for  gallantry  from  time  to  time  till  he  reached  the  rank  of 
lieut. -col.  He  was  on  Fremont's  staff,  and  afterwards  provost 
marshal  at  Little  Rock.  Three  other  sons,  Joseph9,  Samuel9  and 
Edward9,  were  in  the  U.  S.  service  during  the  Rebellion.  Joseph9 
was  taken  prisoner  at  the  first  Bull  Run  battle,  and  taken  to 
Richmond,  where  he  was  confined  about  six  months.  He  re- 
enlisted  in  the  12th  regiment,  was  made  quartermaster-sergeant, 
and  was  discharged  to  accept  the  office  of  1st  lieut.  in  the  7th 
Mo.  cavalry,  and  served  as  adjutant.  Other  descendants  of  Beulah 
Meriam  were  prominent  in  military  and  civil  affairs,  with  credit  to 
themselves,  and  satisfaction  to  those  who  gave  them  honor. 

We  now  come  to  John4  Meriam,  s.  of  Joseph3,  the  last  one 
whose  descendants  I  shall  notice  at  the  present  time.  He  was  b. 
in  Concord,  May  30,  1662  ;  m.  in  1688,  Mary  Wheeler,  and  about 
this  time  went  to  reside  at  Cambridge  Farms,  where  he  was  a 
subscriber  to  the  meeting-house  in  1692,  and  chosen  a  dea.  at 
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the  same  time.  He  became  one  of  the  most  prominent  men  of 
the  parish  and  town  ;  frequently  represented  the  church  in  eccle- 
siastical councils ;  was  assessor  under  the  parish  organization  ; 
and  when  the  precinct  was  erected  into  a  town,  was  chosen  select- 
man, an  office  to  which  he  was  frequently  recalled.  The  record 
of  his  ch.  is  imperfect,  but  he  had  at  least  eight,  viz.,  Mary5, 
Benjamin5,  John5,  Jonas5,  Ebenezer5,  Joshua5,  William5  and  Amos.5 

Benjamin5  was  b.  Jan.  6,  1701,  in.  Mary  Poulter,  and  d.  Aug. 
28,  1773.  He  was  one  who  marched  to  the  relief  of  Fort  William 
Henry  in  1757.  His  dau.  Elizabeth,  b.  March  10,  1735,  m.  Jan. 
21,  1758,  Jonas,  s.  of  Ebenezer  and  Abigail  (Adams)  Brown  of 
Waltham.  Jonas  Brown  was  an  uncle  of  Ebenezer  of  Oxford, 
who  m.  Mrs.  Bathsheba  (Nichols)  Conant  of  Charlton,  an  aunt  of 
Nancy  Tyler  Nichols  who  m.  Samuel7  Meriam  of  North  Oxford. 
Ebenezer  was  father  of  the  late  Amos  Brown,  formerly  in  company 
with  Calvin  Foster  of  Worcester,  and  built  "Brown's  Block,"  cor. 
of  Salem  and  Myrtle  streets.  They  had  six  ch.  and  other  numer- 
ous descendants. 

Benjamin6  (Benjamin5,  John4),  b.  June  8,  1737,  m.  Feb.  28, 
1762,  Ginger  Porter,  and  d.  in  Pelham  Feb.  1,  1806.  They  had 
eleven  ch.  One  s.,  Rufus7,  b.  Oct.  28,  1762,  m.  in  1785,  Martha, 
dau.  of  Joshua  and  Martha  (Bowers)  Simonds,  by  whom  he  had 
seven  ch.,  and  d.  May  7,  1847.  He  was  the  first  postmaster  of 
Lexington,  and  for  many  years  kept  a  public  house.  At  the  time 
of  the  battle  of  Lexington  he  was  in  his  13th  year,  "and  used  to 
tell  of  standing  on  the  steps  of  the  old  Buckman  tavern,  after- 
wards his  own  residence,  and  seeing  the  British  column  coming 
up  the  road.  Some  of  our  men  were  firing  from  the  house,  and 
Mr.  Buckman  requested  them  to  stop,  as  the  British  would  be 
likely  to  return  it ;  but  some  loyalists  present  said  there  was  no 
danger  so  long  as  they  were  there  "  ;  but  the  bullet-holes  left  in 
the  house  prove  they  were  mistaken.  A  cut  and  description  of 
this  house  may  be  found  in  Hudson's  History  of  Lexington,  and 
also  in  Barber's  Historical  Collections.  Joshua  Simonds,  father 
of  Martha,  "was  among  the  brave  men  who  met  the  British,  April 
19,  1775.  He  went  into  the  meeting-house  for  powder,  and  find- 
ing himself  cut  off  from  his  company,  cocked  his  gun  and  placed 
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the  muzzle  on  an  open  cask  of  powder,  resolved  to  blow  up  the 
house  in  case  the  British  should  enter  it." 

Julia  Ann8,  dau.  of  Rufus7,  b.  Oct.  12,  1804,  m.  Aug.  22,  1827, 
Rev.  Caleb,  s.  of  Capt.  Thomas  and  Elizabeth  (Cook)  Stetson, 
b.  July  12,  1793  ;  grad.  at  H.  C.  in  1822,  and  studied  divinity  at 
Cambridge;  ordained  over  the  First  Parish  in  Medford  Feb.  28, 
1827  ;  next  settled  at  South  Scituate,  and  after  leaving  there  went 
to  Lexington,  and  resided  on  the  old  homestead  of  his  father-in- 
law  in  i860.  There  is  a  portrait  of  him  in  Hudson's  History  of 
Lexington.  His  father  was  a  lineal  descendant  of  Robert  Stetson, 
commonly  called  "Cornet  Robert,"  being  cornet  of  the  first 
company  of  horse  in  Plymouth  County,  and  the  original  emigrant. 
Thomas  was  a  shipmaster  about  thirty  years  in  his  younger  days, 
but  left  the  sea  and  settled  in  Harvard,  where  he  d.  in  1820.  His 
w.,  Elizabeth  Cook,  was  a  lineal  descendant  of  Edward  Gray, 
who  was  brought  over  in  the  Mayflower,  at  the  age  of  1 7,  by  Gov. 
Winslow,  his  guardian,  and  m.  the  dau.  of  John  Winslow,  bro.  of 
the  governor.  They  were  of  Kingston,  where  their  ten  ch.  were 
b.,  of  whom  Caleb  was  the  9th. 

Jonas5  (John4),  bap.  Jan.  12,  1704,  m.  1st,  Oct.  1728,  Abigail, 
dau.  of  Dea.  William  Locke,  Jr.,  and  cousin  of  Ebenezer  who  m. 
Mary5  Meriam.  They  were  admitted  to  the  church  July  1,  1729. 
She  d.  Dec.  1755,  and  he  m.  2d,  June  22,  1758,  Sarah  Winship, 
and  d.  July  23,  1776.  He  filled  several  town  offices,  and  was 
treasurer  in  1747.  He  had  nine  ch.,  all  by  Abigail.  Her  grand- 
father, William  Locke,  senior,  came  to  this  country  when  6  years 
of  age,  with  his  relative,  Nicholas  Davis,  in  1634,  and  d.  June  16, 
1720. 

Abraham6,  s.  of  Jonas5,  b.  Dec.  23,  1734,  m.  April  22,  1756, 
Sarah  Simonds  ;  lived  at  Lexington  some  years,  moved  to  Woburn, 
and  finally  to  Mason,  N.  H.,  where  he  d.  Nov.  26,  1797,  and 
where  his  ch.  and  some  of  his  other  descendants  settled. 

Jonas6,  s.  of  Jonas5,  and  gr.-s.  of  John4,  b.  at  Lincoln,  formerly 
a  part  of  Lexington,  in  1730,  m.  1st,  Nov.  1758,  Mehitable,  eldest 
dau.  of  Francis  and  Mehitable  (Coney)  Foxcroft  of  Cambridge  ; 
grad.  at  H.  C.  in  1753  ;  admitted  to  the  church  in  Roxbury,  Oct. 
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6,  1754  >  received  the  degree  of  A.  M.  in  1757  ;  settled  over  the 
church  in  Newton,  their  4th  pastor,  March  22,  1758,  and  d.  Aug. 
3,  1 780,  aged  50  years,  having  been  pastor  of  the  church  22  years, 
5  months.  His  w.,  Mehitable,  was  b.  Aug.  19,  1723,  and  d.  April 
22,  1770,  aged  47  years.  They  had  one  ch.,  Mehitable,  b.  June 
5,  1760,  who  m.  John  Kendrick  Esq.,  of  Boston.  Rev.  Jonas6  m. 
2d,  in  1 771,  Jerusha  Fitch  of  Brooklyn,  who  d.  in  1776,  and  he 
m.  3d,  Sarah  Chardon  of  Boston,  who  survived  him.  He  had  no 
ch.  by  the  last  two  marriages.  He  was  buried  in  Boston  in  her 
family  tomb,  and  a  monument  was  erected  to  his  memory  in 
Newton.  At  a  town  meeting  Dec.  9,  1757,  it  was  "voted  to  con- 
fer with  the  Church  in  giving  him  a  call,  requesting  him  to  supply 
the  pulpit  till  his  ordination,  and  fixing  his  yearly  salary  at  ^80, 
beginning  with  the  date  of  his  ordination,  and  fuel  from  the 
'ministerial  wood-lot,'  together  with  ^1000,  old  tenor,  as  an 
inducement  for  him  to  accept.  The  town  also  voted  to  defray 
the  expenses  of  his  ordination,  which  amounted  to  ^13,  6  s.,  and 
chose  a  committee  to  confer  with  him  as  to  'what  manner  he 
would  chose  to  come  into  town,'  and  to  wait  upon  him  accord- 
ingly. He  was  the  last  minister  settled  by  the  town,  which  bore 
the  expenses  of  his  funeral,  paying  ^60  for  his  coffin,  and  ,£31 
for  y*?,  barrel  of  beer  and  y?,  cord  of  wood."  "In  1770  his  house 
was  consumed  by  fire,  and  in  it  the  records  of  the  church.  His 
people  liberally  aided  him  in  rebuilding,  but  the  records  could 
not  be  fully  restored."  The  fire  is  said  to  have  originated  in  the 
garret  among  some  corn-cobs,  and  was  discovered  while  the 
family  were  at  supper.  The  table  and  its  contents  were  removed, 
and  preserved  in  the  family  in  after  years.  His  successor  in  the 
ministry  records  of  him  :  "  He  was  reputed  a  scholar  of  consider- 
able talents.  He  had  a  happy  skill  in  composition.  His  natural 
temper  was  mild  and  amiable.  Charitable  towards  the  distressed, 
he  studied  peace  through  his  life."  These  traits  are  well  illus- 
trated by  the  following  anecdote,  related  by  his  grandson  as  he 
received  it  from  his  mother.  "After  his  marriage  to  Jerusha 
Fitch  her  mother  came  to  reside  with  them,  and  brought  with 
her  a  female   slave,   named   Pamelia,  whom   she   received  as  a 
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present  from  her  son,  Eliphalet  Fitch,  Esq.,  then  living  in  the 
Island  of  Jamaica.  The  treatment  of  this  slave  by  her  mistress 
sorely  tried  him.  One  day  on  seeing  his  mother-in-law  strike  and 
otherwise  maltreat  the  slave,  he  asked  at  what  price  she  would 
sell  her  to  him.  She  replied,  '  One  hundred  dollars.'  He  imme- 
diately paid  the  price,  and  thereupon  gave  Pamelia  her  freedom  ; 
but  she  chose  to  live  with  him,  and  did  so  till  his  death,  after 
which  she  went  to  live  at  Little  Cambridge,  now  Brighton,  where 
she  married,  and  died  at  a  very  great  age.  She  always  claimed 
that  she  was  born  in  Africa,  where  she  was  stolen  from  her  parents 
and  carried  to  Jamaica  where  she  became  the  slave  of  Mr.  Fitch." 

Dr.  Silas6,  s.  of  Jonas5,  and  gr.-s.  of  John4,  b.  March  5,   1737, 

m.  1st,  Dale  of  Danvers,  by  whom  he  had  five  ch.     After 

her  death  he  m.  2d,  Lydia  Peabody,  by  whom  he  had  seven  ch.  He 
settled  in  Middleton  before  1760,  and  was  a  noted  physician  in 
his  day.  A  long  prescription  which  he  gave  to  Capt.  Isaac  Hart- 
well  of  Oxford,  and  in  the  possession  of  his  grand-nephew,  George 
W.,  dated  Oct.  11,  1785,  closes  as  follows:  "And  if  any  more 
of  the  Hemlock  Pills  be  wanting  doubtless  you  may  be  supplied 
by  sending  to  Oliver  Smith  apothecary,  a  few  shops  above  the 
Court  House  in  Boston,  on  the  right  hand  going  out  of  Town." 

Dr.  Andrew7,  s.  of  Dr.  Silas6,  m.  1st,  Lydia,  dau.  of  Dea.  Francis 
and  Margaret  (Knight)  Peabody  of  Middleton  ;  and  m.  2d,  Ann 
Jane  Nixon.  He  had  six  ch.,  viz.,  Andrew8,  Francis  Peabody8, 
now  living  at  Middleton;  Silas8,  b.  Dec.  19,  1819,  grad.  at  D.  C. 
in  1844,  studied  divinity  at  Andover  one  year,  class  of  1847, 
taught  in  Kentucky  three  years,  but  his  health  failing,  embarked 
in  business  at  Marion,  Iowa.  He  m.  in  Oct.  1850,  Laura  Park- 
hurst  of  Cincinnati,  O.,  and  has  since  died.  James  Nixon8,  Martha 
Jane8,  and  William  Augustus8  now  living  in  Oakland,  Cal.,  and 
has  one  son  in  Williams  College. 

Jonas7,  s.  of  Dr.  Silas6,  m.  Nov.  24,  1789,  Mehitable,  dau.  of 
John  and  Hannah  (Smith)  Peabody  of  Middleton.  She  was 
cousin  to  Lydia  who  m.  Dr.  Andrew7  Meriam.  Lieut.  Francis 
Peabody  of  St.  Albans,  Hertfordshire,  Eng.,  b.  in  16 14,  came  over 
in  the  ship  Planter,  Nicholas  Travis,  master,  in  1635,  an<^  Dea. 
Francis  and  John  were  his  descendants  of  the  4th  generation. 
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Elizabeth7  (Dr.  Silas6),  b.  in  Middleton  Nov.  14,  1784,  m.  June 
2,  1804,  Col.  Jesse  Putnam  of  Danvers,  a  grand-nephew  of  Gen. 
Israel  Putnam,  with  whom  she  lived  56  years  and  8  months,  he 
dying  in  1S61,  aged  83.  Nov.  14,  1884,  she  celebrated  her 
100th  birthday,  being  at  the  present  time  the  only  surviving 
Meriam  of  that  generation  except  one,  so  far  as  my  knowledge 
goes.*  She  is  the  mother  of  six  sons  and  six  daughters,  all  of 
whom  lived  to  grow  up  and  be  married,  and  five  of  whom,  two 
sons  and  three  daughters,  were  then  living.  There  had  then  been 
forty-two  grandchildren,  twenty-five  of  whom  were  living,  and 
twenty-four  great-grandchildren,  of  whom  twenty  were  living. 
Col.  Putnam  was  a  highly  honorable,  public-spirited  gentleman, 
and  proved  that  the  stock  from  which  he  descended  had  not 
degenerated.  In  the  War  of  181 2  he  was  commissioned  as  colonel, 
and  stationed  at  Beverly.  He  was  a  firm  abolitionist,  a  friend  of 
Phillips,  Garrison  and  Whittier,  but  not  a  "Come-outer"  from 
the  church.  At  this  anniversary  were  gathered  four  children, 
eleven  grandchildren,  and  twelve  great-grandchildren,  and  the 
"good  old  mother  received  more  than  100  calls  from  her  friends 
and  neighbors,"  among  them  the  Poet  Whittier,  who  left  his  card 
inscribed,  "To  Mrs.  Jesse  Putnam  at  her  100th  anniversary.  From 
her  husband's  friend  in  the  antislavery  cause.  John  G.  Whittier. 
Oak  Knoll,  nth  mo.,  14,  18S4."  The  Boston  Journal  of  the 
next  day  speaking  of  this  gathering,  says:  "At  Beaver  Brook, 
(Danvers)  yesterday,  in  the  venerable  New  England  farm-house 
of  a  century  and  a  half  ago,  to  which  Colonel  Jesse  Putnam 
brought  his  bride  eighty  years  ago  last  June,  there  gathered  a 
notable  company  of  sons  and  daughters,  grandchildren  and  great- 
grandchildren, to  tender  their  congratulations,  and  to  bring  proof 
of  their  love  and  esteem  for  the  aged  mother  who  still  lives  in  the 
old  homestead  which  her  husband  gave  her  so  many  years  ago, 
upon  her  completion  of  a  full  century  of  life.  .  .  .  On  either  side 
were  vignettes  of  'Maud  Muller'  and  'Mabel  Martin.'  Miss 
Burnham  of  Northampton,  the  head  of  a  large  and  flourishing 
ladies'  school  there,  a  grandchild  now  abroad  in  England,  sent  a 

*  She  died  Sept.  20,  1SS7,  aged  102  years,  10  months  and  6  days. 
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centennial  cake.  The  ladies  of  the  Third  Congregational  Church 
in  Chelsea,  of  which  Mrs.  Putnam's  daughter  is  a  member,  sent  a 
basket  of  ioo  roses.  There  was  a  profusion  of  beautiful  flowers, 
and  a  friend 'Contributed  a  handsome  century  plant.  Among  the 
many  who  called  were  the  Rev.  Charles  B.  Rice  of  the  First  Parish 
Church  of  Danvers,  the  Fielder  Israel  of  the  First  Church  of 
Salem,  Judge  Chamberlain  of  Boston,  city  librarian  (her  son-in- 
law)  ;  the  Rev.  A.  M.  Merwin,  missionary  to  Chili,  who  married 
a  granddaughter  of  Mrs.  Putnam  ;  and  ex-superintendent  Phil- 
brick  of  the  Boston  public  schools.  Dr.  Grosvenor,  the  family 
physician  of  Mrs.  Putnam  for  46  years,  also  paid  his  respects. 
The  aged  hostess  received  her  guests  with  great  hospitality  and 
courtly,  old-time  grace.  Her  complexion  was"  wonderfully  fresh 
and  fair,  and  betokened  a  green  old  age  of  rare  and  beautiful 
serenity.  No  spot  could  have  been  more  appropriately  chosen. 
The  ancient  house,  which  is  more  than  one  hundred  and  fifty 
years  old ;  the  antique  china  and  queer  old  furniture  ;  the  huge 
old  chimney  pieces,  and  spacious  low-studded  rooms,  redolent 
with  the  sacred  memories  of  four  score  years  of  peaceful  home 
life.  Across  the  way  another  old  house,  which  has  withstood  the 
gales  and  storms  of  217  years,  and  in  which  Gen.  Putnam  him- 
self was  born,  lends  a  sacred  historic  character  to  the  place." 
The  Salem  Gazette  of  Aug.  12,  1885,  says  :  "On  Wednesday  last 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Putnam,  over  100  years  of  age,  visited  Middleton, 
her  native  place,  and  was  the  guest  of  F.  P.  Merriam  and  family, 
in  good  health."  On  her  io2d  birthday  she  also  received  many 
calls  and  congratulations. 

Ebenezer5,  s.  of  John4,  b.  in  Lexington  March  4,  1706,  m.  1st, 
Esther2,  dau.  of  Thomas1  Gleason  of  Oxford,  who  d.  Dec.  8,  1740, 
and  he  m.  2d,  Sept.  17,  1747,  Elizabeth4,  dau.  of  Ebenezer3,  s.  of 
William  Locke,  Jr.,*  and  bro.  of  Abigail3  who  m.  his  bro.,  Jonas5 
Meriam.  He  d.  Aug.  20,  1761,  and  his  widow  d.  May  1,  1797, 
aged  77.  He  went  to  the  "Country  Gore"  in  1729,  and  settled 
on  the  400   acre  purchase.     He  built  his  house  where   his  s. 

*  William  Locke,  Jr.,  was  brother  of  Ebenezer3,  who  married  MaryD  Mer- 
iam, daughter  of  Thomas4. 
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Jotham6  Meriam,  Sen.,  and  gr.-s.,  Jotham7  Meriam,  Jr.,  afterwards 
dwelt,  a  little  west  of  the  house  which  Ebenezer3  Locke,  who  m. 
Mary5  Meriam,  built,  which  was  afterwards  owned  and  occupied 
by  Parley  Eddy,  Sen.,  and  later  by  his  s.,  Rufus  Eddy,  who  m. 
Phoebe3  Meriam,  a  gt.-gr.-dau.  of  Ebenezer5.  He  had  ten  ch., 
four  by  his  ist  w.  and  six  by  the  last.  Thomas1  Gleason  was  one 
of  the  original  proprietors  of  Oxford  at  its  incorporation  in  1713. 

His  wife's  name  was  Mary ,  who  d.  March  13,  1737.     He  d. 

Jan.  11,  1731-2. 

Ebenezer6,  s.  of  Ebenezer5,  b.  in  the  "Country  Gore"  March 
28,  1734,  m.  Aug.  20,  1752,  Phoebe4  Locke,  sis.  of  his  father's  2d 
w.,  by  whom  he  had  ten  ch.  He  d.  July  16,  1795,  and  his  wid. 
d.  Oct.  27,  1S02,  aged  71.  He  lived  on  the  old  homestead  ;  was 
a  farmer  and  brickmaker.  His  eldest  dau.,  Molly7,  m.  Reuben 
Eddy  of  Oxford,  and  her  gr.-dau.  Mary  Meriam9  Eddy  (Joel8),  b. 
April  8,  1S13,  m.  John  F.  Pond,  then  of  Providence,  R.  I.,  after- 
wards of  Worcester,  where  he  is  remembered  as  the  chronic  joker 
of  the  city.  Another  gr.-dau.,  Harriet  N.9  Eddy,  dau.  of  Daniel  P.8, 
m.  Isaac  K.  Tainter,  a  native  of  Leicester,  but  now  of  Worcester, 
s.  of  Harvey  Tainter,  S?n.,  the  first  postmaster  of  Cherry  Valley,* 
Leicester,  established  in  1859,  who  m.  Lucy,  dau.  of  Ephraim 
Copeland  of  Greenville,  Leicester,  Sept.  12,  181 6.  Lucy  Cope- 
lan^kivas  a  lineal  descendant  of  Gov.  William  Bradford,  John 
Alden,  and  the  Rev.  James  Keith  who  came  from  Scotland  in 
1662.  Her  father  was  a  very  eccentric  character,  and  many 
humorous  anecdotes  are  related  of  him.  Some  provisions  of  his 
will  illustrate  this.  He  was  twice  married,  and  Lucy  was  the 
dau.  of  his  ist  w.  He  gave  her  the  interest  of  $1000.,  and  to 
his  2d  w.  the  same,  with  the  addition  of  house-room  and  some 
minor  things ;  to  the  Baptist  Church  at  Greenville  land  for  an 

*The  reason  given  why  Harvey  Tainter  was  appointed  postmaster  of  Cherry 
Valley  is,  that  a  few  years  before  an  ineffectual  attempt  had  been  made  to 
have  a  postoffice  established  there,  and  on  its  being  renewed  it  was  deemed 
necessary  to  the  success  of  the  enterprise  that  a  Democrat  should  be  named 
for  postmaster;  and  as  he  was  the  only  Democrat  in  the  place,  the  lot  fell 
upon  him. 
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addition  to  the  burial  ground  upon  certain  conditions,  and  land 
adjoining  to  it  for  the  erection  of  a  schoolhouse  in  which  nothing 
should  be  taught  but  the  spelling-book  and  Bible,  and  only  female 
teachers  employed.  This  institution  was  to  be  called  "The  Bible 
School,  or  New  Testament  sought  out."  As  an  endowment  the 
institution  was  to  receive  $1000.,  the  interest  of  which  he  had 
willed  to  his  w.,  after  her  decease.  He  also  made  provision  for 
a  like  institution  in  his  native  town,  West  Bridgewater,  the  endow- 
ment to  be  the  $1000.,  the  interest  of  which  he  had  given  to  his 
dau.,  at  her  death.  The  town  of  West  Bridgewater  voted  to 
accept  the  bequest,  but  as  the  will  was  set  aside  in  the  interest  of 
his  widow,  Leicester  and  West  Bridgewater  have  remained  in 
ignorance  to  this  day.  Furthermore,  he  gave  instructions,  though 
not  by  will,  to  have  a  tomb  built  in  which  his  body  should  finally 
rest,  and  till  this  was  completed  he  should  be  buried  beside  his 
1  st  w.,  with  his  head  at  her  feet.  The  tomb  was  built,  but  his 
body  remains  as  originally  interred. 

Jotham6  (Ebenezer5),  b.  Aug.  26,  1749,  m.  Sarah,  dau.  of 
Ebenezer  Burnap  of  Sutton.  He  d.  Aug.  22,  1798,  and  his  \vid# 
m.  2d,  Col.  Samuel  Denny  of  Leicester.  They  had  eight  ch. 
Their  s.,  Jotham7,  gives  the  following  interesting  incident  of  their 
family  life.  "In  these  days  when  all  our  spinning  and  weaving 
are  done  by  machinery,  it  will  be  interesting  to  notice  the  follow- 
ing incident  which  occurred  in  my  father's  family,  in  the  old- 
fashioned  spinning  days  of  our  mothers.  It  was  in  the  spring — 
April  or  May — about  the  year  1 794.  I  am  not  certain  about  the 
exact  time  ;  I  write  from  memory.  At  that  time  Uncle  Stephen 
Pratt,  who  married  father's  sister  Phoebe,  resided  in  Charlton, 
about  one  and  a  half  miles  from  father's,  and  his  daughters  often 
exchanged  work  with  my  sisters,  for  the  two-fold  purpose  of  doing 
the  work  in  a  short  time  and  of  enjoying  each  others'  company. 
In  those  days  to  spin  two  double  skeins  of  linen,  14  knots  each, 
was  called  a  day's  work,  and  to  card  and  spin  4  single  skeins  of 
tow,  or  6  skeins  after  it  was  carded,  was  called  a  day's  work.  At 
this  time  Abigail  Pratt,  Uncle  Pratt's  second  daughter,  was  here, 
and  they  agreed  to  try  their  power  of  speed  and  endurance  on  a 
certain  day  at  spinning.     In  preparation  they  borrowed  one  or 
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two  foot-wheels,  and  when  the  time  appointed  had  come  they 
commenced  work  bright  and  early.  My  mother  did  her  house- 
work, and  spun  two  double  skeins  of  linen,  and  carded  tow  enough 
for  six  skeins  of  yarn  of  seven  knots  each.  Abigail  Pratt  spun 
four  double  skeins  of  linen,  and  stopped  work  before  night,  her 
fingers  being  worn  so  as  to  bleed.  (She  was  1 7  years  old.)  My 
sister  Sarah  (16  years  old)  spun  two  and  a  half  double  skeins  of 
linen,  one  and  a  quarter  days'  work.  My  sister  Anna,  about  12 
years  of  age,  spun  six  skeins  of  tow — all  amounting  to  27  single 
skeins,  or  137  knots,  or  7,480  threads;  14,960  yards  or  44,880 
feet."  "Sister  Sarah"  mentioned  above,  m.  her  cousin  Joel7,  s. 
of  Ebenezer6,  and  after  her  d.  he  m.  2d  his  cousin  Phcebe,7  dau. 
of  Stephen  Pratt.  "Sister  Anna"  m.  James7,  s.  of  James6,  and 
gr.-s.  of  Joshua5  Meriam,  bro.  of  Ebenezer5.  Jotham7  m.  Sophia, 
wid.  of  John  P.4  Nichols,  and  dau.  of  Joel  and  Chloe  (Hancock) 
Shumway  of  Oxford.  She  had  a  bro.  Rufus,  who  lived  and  died  in 
Worcester,  in  the  large  brick  house  on  the  west  side  of  Portland  St., 
near  Park.  John  P.4  Nichols  was  bro.  to  Nancy  T.4,  who  m.  Sam- 
uel7 Meriam  (gr.-s.  of  Joshua5),  and  also  bro.  of  the  late  Charles 
P.4  Nichols  of  Worcester,  the  lame  painter,  who  last  lived  on 
Main  street,  near  Chandler.  Jotham7  was  a  farmer,  living  at  the 
old  homestead  of  his  grand-parents,  which  he  sold  to  David  Fitts, 
whfcyjn.  Chloe5  Nichols,  a  dau.  of  his  w.  by  her  1st  husband,  and 
moved  to  Monson,  where  his  w.  d.,  and  he  returned  and  settled 
near  Clappville,  now  Rochdale,  where  he  d.  April  27,  1874,  aged  90. 
He  was  a  justice  of  the  peace,  and  assisted  in  gathering  material 
for  a  history  of  the  Locke  family  ;  a  man  of  positive  opinions  and 
not  easily  turned  from  them  when  once  his  mind  was  made  up, 
and  always  emphasized  his  statements  by  a  peculiar  motion  of 
the  index  finger,  and  an  unique  twist  of  his  lips. 

Reuben7,  s.  of  Jotham6,  b.  Dec.  31,  1785,  m.  Nov.  1,  1821, 
Eliza  Jacobs,  eldest  dau.  of  Daniel  and  Rebecca  (Jacobs)  Tainter 
of  Sutton,  twin-bro.  of  Dr.  David  Tainter  of  Westboro',  and  uncle 
of  Harvey  Tainter  who  m.  Lucy  Copeland.  They  were  descend- 
ants of  Joseph  and  Mary  (Guy)  Taynter  who  sailed  from  England 
in  April,  1638,  and  settled  in  Watertown.  Reuben7  was  a  ma- 
chinist and  card  manufacturer  on  Leicester  Hill,  and  represented 
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the  town  in  the  legislature  in  1834.  After  the  d.  of  his  w.  Dec. 
26,  1872,  at  the  age  of  79  years,  10  months,  he  went  to  live  with 
his  bro.,  Jotham7,  near  Rochdale,  but  both  being  taken  sick  at 
the  same  time,  he  was  removed  to  a  neighbor's  a  few  rods  distant, 
where  he  d.  April  27,  1874,  within  a  few  minutes  of  the  death  of 
his  bro.,  aged  88  years.  Another  coincident  of  these  bros.  is  the 
fact  that  each  had  an  only  s.  b.  in  the  same  year,  1824,  and  both 
d.  in  1850,  only  10  days  intervening  between  the  d.  of  one  and 
that  of  the  other. 

Silas7,  s.  of  Jotham6,  b.  Feb.  5,  1792,  was  3  times  m.,  1st  to 
Mary  Jacobs  Forbes  of  Westboro',  half-sis.  of  Eliza  J.,  w.  of  his 
bro.  Reuben7 ;  2d,  Elizabeth  Temple  Bachelder  ;  and  3d,  Harriet 
Pamela,  dau.  of  Col.  Samuel  and  Sukey  (Vicery)  Watson  of  Lei- 
cester, who  after  his  d.,  April  13,  1856,  m.  for  her  2d  hus.,  Isaac 
S.  Hutchins  of  Danielsonville,  Conn.,  and  is  still  living.*  In  his 
younger  days  Silas7  travelled  in  the  West,  and  once  owned  land 
in  Ohio,  but  about  the  time  of  his  1st  m.  bought  a  farm  in  Sutton, 
where  he  resided  till  the  spring  of  1844,  when  he  removed  to 
Uxbridge,  and  about  one  year  afterwards  went  to  Leicester,  where 
he  d.  One  s.  George  Dwight8,  b.  June  27,  1826,  m.  Sarah  Eliza- 
beth, dau.  of  John  Loring  of  Leicester,  a  teamster  who  for  many 
years  did  the  principal  freighting  business  between  Leicester  and 
Worcester.  George  D.8  settled  in  Worcester,  where  his  vvid.  still 
resides,  and  his  two  daus.  are  among  our  best  teachers.  At  the 
time  of  his  d.  in  1862,  he  kept  a  fruit  and  produce  store  under 
the  City  Hall.  Silas7  d.  in  Jan.  1855.  His  only  other  s.,  Silas 
Austin8,  is  a  painter  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Phoebe7  (Ebenezer6,  Ebenezer5),  b.  Sept.  n,  1759,  m.  Jonathan 
Pratt  of  Charlton,  and  their  eldest  dau.,  Matilda8,  b.  Nov.  12, 
1788,  m.  May  31,  1813,  Lieut.  Parley  Stockwell  of  Sutton,  who  d. 
Jan.  24,  1814.  She  was  murdered  Feb.  26,  181 7,  by  Peter  Sibley, 
who  beat  her  to  death  with  the  butt  of  his  gun.  She  had  taken 
him  as  a  boarder  in  charity,  when  others  refused  to  harbor  him 
on  account  of  his  violent  temper.     He  was  tried  at  Worcester  in 

*She  died  in  Leicester  December  13,  1887. 


41 

Sept.  1 817,  and  was  acquitted  on  the  ground  of  insanity.  He 
was  confined  in  the  Jail  till  1833,  when  he  was  sent  to  the  Insane 
Asylum,  where  he  d.  in  185 1,  aged  63,  having  been  confined  34 
years. 

Ebenezer7  (Ebenezer6,  Ebenezer5),  b.  Dec.  4,  1764,  m.  Phoebe 
Stockwell,  and  resided  on  a  portion  of  the  old  homestead,  where 
their  youngest  ch.,  Wright  Stockwell8  Meriam,*  and  two  of  their 
gr.-s.  live.  He  was  one  of  the  corporate  members  of  the  "  Oxford 
Parsonage  Association,"  formed  Dec.  11,  1816,  with  a  capital  of 
$4000.,  and  rose  to  the  rank  of  captain  in  the  militia.  After  his 
d.,  March  29,  1820,  his  wid.  m  Andrew  Parsons  of  Vernon,  Vt., 
but  still  lived  at  the  homestead.  They  had  twelve  ch.,  viz.,  Amos8, 
who  m.  Lucina  King  of  Sutton,  where  he  settled  and  spent  his 
days ;  Artemas8,  who  m.  Jerusha  Stevens  of  Charlton,  and  lived 
on  the  homestead  ;  Amasa8,  who  m.  Philena  Case,  and  settled  in 
Millbury ;  Parley8,  who  m.  Lucy  Brown  of  Thompson,  Conn., 
went  to  N.  Y.  State,  and  in  1849  settled  at  Waupun,  Wis.,  where 
he  d.  Aug.  24,  1883,  in  his  89th  year ;  Ebenezer8,  drowned  in 
the  clay-pit  at  his  father's  brick  yard  when  nearly  a  year  and  a 
half  old ;  Cyril8,  who  m.  Eunice  Meriam  Gleason  of  Ward,  and 
d.  by  his  own  hand  April  13,  1838;  Luther8,  who  m.  Susan 
Gleason  Marsh  of  Ward  (Auburn),  where  he  d.  July  17.  1886,  in 
his  89th  year ;  Ebenezer8,  who  m.  Clarissa  Cummings  of  Mont- 
pelier,  Vt.,  where  he  resided  a  number  of  years,  but  is  now  living 
at  Auburn  ;  Phoebe8,  who  m.  Rufus,  s.  of  Parley  Eddy,  Sen.,  and 
lived  on  the  Ebenezer  Locke  place,  North  Oxford  ;  Ira8,  who  m. 
Nancy  Converse  of  Spencer,  and  wid.  Persis  M.  Bellows,  and 
resides  in  Oxford  ;  Diantha8,  who  m.  Ithamer  Stow,  Jr.,  of  Mill- 
bury,  who  d.  Feb.  16,  1887,  aged  84  ;  and  Wright  Stockwell8,* 
who  m.  Eliza,  dau.  of  Jesse  Eddy  of  Auburn,  and  resides  on  the 
old  homestead. 

Amos5,  s.  of  John4,  bap.  July  25,  1715,  m.  Hannah  Danforth. 
In  1 744  he  was  one  of  a  number  of  petitioners  to  be  set  off  from 

*  Died  September  10,  1887,  aged  72  years  and  10  months. 
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Concord  to  the  new  town  of  Lincoln.  Of  his  eight  ch.,  one,  Levi6, 
b.  Feb.  3,  1756,  m.  Abigail  Fife  and  moved  to  Berlin,  and  his  s., 
Levi7,  b.  Aug.  8,  1781,  m.  Mary  B.  Stevens,  and  was  of  the  firm 
of  Merriam  &  Brigham  of  Boston,  where  his  s.,  Levi  B.8  Merriam, 
of  the  firm  of  Ellis  &  Merriam,  iron  dealers,  b.  April  28,  1812, 
became  an  alderman,  and  d.  April  19,  1856.  His  bro.,  Charles 
D.8  Merriam,  b.  April  17,  18 14,  m.  Nov.  3,  1836,  Eliza  F.,  dau.  of 
Francis  Jackson,  Esq.  of  Boston,  the  abolitionist.  After  his  d., 
June  2,  1845,  sne  ra-  James  Eddy,  then  of  Boston,  now  of  Provi- 
dence, R.  I.  His  house  is  a  "Museum  of  Art"  ;  and  at  his  own 
expense  he  erected  the  "Bell  Street  Chapel,"  where  by  his  invi- 
tation, a  meeting  of  the  "Eddy  Family"  was  held,  Oct.  20,  1880, 
to  commemorate  the  250th  anniversary  of  the  landing  of  John1 
and  Samuel1  Eddy  at  Plymouth.  Francis  Jackson9  Merriam,  s.  of 
Charles  D.3,  b.  March  18,  1837,  was  with  John  Brown  at  Harper's 
Ferry,  and  one  of  those  who  made  their  escape.  He  m.  Minerva 
Caldwell,  and  died  in  September,  1865.  Mr.  F.  B.  Sanborn  in 
his  Life  and  Letters  of  ^o/in  Brown,  devotes  some  space  to  his 
history  and  movements. 

Joshua5,  s.  of  John4,  bap.  Feb.  22,  1708,  m.  Nov.  12,  1733, 
Susannah,  dau.  of  Thomas2  and  Susannah  Gleason  of  Oxford,  a 
niece  of  Esther,  the  1st  w.  of  his  bro.  Ebenezer5.  In  the  deed  of 
land  at  the  "Country  Gore,"  which  he  received  from  his  bro.  and 
cousins,  before  mentioned,  Ebenezer5  signed  his  name  Meriam, 
and  Jonathan5,  Hezekiah5,  and  Joseph,  a  witness,  signed  theirs 
Miriam.  I  have  this  deed  in  my  possession,  as  well  as  other 
important  papers  relating  to  him  and  his  descendants.  To  his 
first  purchase  he  added  other  lands  adjoining,  and  in  other  parts 
of  the  town,  some  now  included  in  Auburn.  He  also  owned  land 
in  Roxbury  and  Gardner's  Canada  ;  the  latter  being  the  60th  share 
of  the  six  miles  square  "granted  by  the  General  Court  to  the 
descendants,  or  legal  representatives,  of  such  persons  as  were  in 
the  Canada  expedition  in  the  year  1690,  under  the  command  of 
Capt.  Andrew  Gardner."  Nov.  12,  1751,  he  received  from  Lieut. - 
Gov.  Phips,  Esq.,  a  commission  "to  be  Ensign  of  the  Foot  Com- 
pany in  a  place  called  the  Country  Gore  adjoining  to  Oxford 
Leicester  and  Sturbridge  under  the  command  of  Captain  Isaac 
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Hartwell  in  the  first  Regiment  of  Militia  in  the  County  of  Wor- 
cester whereof  John  Chandler  Esq  is  Colonel."  Sept.  2,  1754, 
he  received  from  William  Shirley,  Esq.,  "Captain-General  and 
Governour  in  Chief,  in  and  over  His  Majesty's  Province  of  the 
Massachusetts  Bay  in  New  England,  &c,"  a  lieutenant's  commis- 
sion in  the  same  Company  of  Foot,  under  command  of  Captain 
Jonathan  Tucker  (bro.  of  Hannah  who  m.  John1  Nichols),  and 
Colonel  John  Chandler,  and  at  the  same  time  he  took  the  oath 
of  allegiance.  Gov.  Shirley  also  issued  to  him  a  commission  as 
lieutenant,  June  10,  1755.  By  the  following  documents  it  appears 
that  he  was  afterwards  captain  of  the  same  company. 

"26  Dcmber  1758.  a  Just  and  True  List  of  the  Names  of 
Those  men  In  the  Country  Gore  So  Called  that  marcht  upon  the 
the  alarm  to  Releave  the  province  Forts  when  beset  by  the  Encmie 
and  was  In  the  Service  Eight  Day  &  Marcht  To  Sheffield  :  also  an 
account  who  Rid  a  Mors  Back  &  who  Did  not  allso  how  much 
was  Taken  up  upon  Governments  Acount. — we  were  Detained 
two  Nights  at  Sheffield — 


Capt.  Joshua  Miriam 
Leat  Jonhthan  Wheelock 
Sargt  Paul  Wheelock 
Sarg  Jonas  Hammond 
Sarg  Ebnezr  Hammond 
Sarg  John  Thompson 
Clerk  Uriah  Stone 
Corp  David  Wheelock 
Corp  Nehemiah  Ston 
Isaac  Hartwell 
Jesse  Smith 
Robert  Miriam 
Elijah  Stoddard 
Aron  Thomson 
Hezekiah  Eddy 
Elijah  Curtis 
Uriah  Ward 
Simion  Mory 
Zeanos  Mory 


Hors  Back 

The  Govemt  Accout 

Shi  field 

hors 

hors  1  nights 

hors 

hors  2  nights 

hors 

hors 

hors  2  nights 

hors 

hors  2  nights 

hors 

hors  2  nights 

hors 

hors  1  night 

hors 

hors  2  nights 

hors 

hors 

hors  1  night 

hors 

hors  2  nights 

hors 

hors  1  night 

hors 

hors 

hors  2  nights 

hors 

hors  2  nights 

afoot 

hors 

hors  2  nights 
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Asa  Jones  hors  hors  2  nights 

Ebenezer  Locke  hors  hors  1  night 

Malichi  Partrig     marcht  to  westfield     hors 

Peter  Heeman 

Joseph  parker  hors 

Job  Weld  hors  hors  2  nights 
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Joshua  Miriam  Capt 

Although  this  account  was  not  made  up  till  Dec.  1758,  which 
was  probably  done  in  order  to  obtain  a  settlement  with  the  Gov- 
ernment, the  expedition  was  in  August,  1757,  as  the  following 
shows  : 

Capt.  Merriam  Sheffield,  August:  15,  1757. 

Vpon  fresh  advice  from  Genrl  Webb  Received 
your  further  Proceeding  on  your  march  appears  unnecessary  and 
as  the  Exigency  of  the  affairs  of  many  of  your  Company  urges 
their  Return  home  you  are  hereby  ordered  to  march  them  to  ye 
Countery  Gore  all  Except  Zeanas  Morey  and  Discharge  them 
unless  you  Receive  Counter  orders  afterwards  for  which  this  shall 
be  your  sufficient  Warrant  Gardr  Chandler  Major 

The  reason  for  detaining  Zeanos  Morey  does  not  appear. 

this  may  Crtefee  whome  it  may  Concern  that  I  Samuell  Lee  of 
Shufifield  hath  keept  fifteen  horses  a  day  and  a  night  on  the 
province  bisnes  belonging  to  Col  Charnler  Rigment  under  the 
Command  of  Left  Joshua  Miriam     Aug  15"1  1757 

Joshua  Meriam 

Whether  the  following  refers  to  this  or  some  other  expedition 
I  am  unable  to  determine. 

Aprl  the  3  Day  1759 
This  may  Sertefee  whom  it  may  Consern  that  Lew*  Joshua 
Miriam  Has  done  a  Turn  In  his  Majestys  :  service  In  the  expedi- 
tion for  the  Reduction  of  Canada 

Jonathan  Tucker  Capt 

There  is  also  preserved  among  his  papers  the  following  : 
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Reseved  of  Joshua  Miriam  Twenty  one  Shillings  &  one  Pence 
one  farthing  in  full  for  the  hire  of  a  man  for  to  go  in  the  Conti- 
nental armey  for  three  years  Being  his  Parte  of  three  hundred 
Dollars  givin  the  man  for  going 
Charlton  3d  Sept  yr  1781 

Solomon  Jones  Chareman 

He  d.  June  7,  1784,  aged  76  years,  and  his  wid.  d.  Oct.  1, 
1788,  aged  72  years.  The  house  which  he  built  about  1730, 
and  which  received  additions  by  his  s.  James6,  was  torn  down  by 
his  gr.-s.,  Samuel7,  on  the  erection  of  a  new  one  near  the  same 
site  in  1843,  and  the  panel  over  the  mantel  in  the  parlor,  on 
which  is  painted  what  tradition  says  was  intended  to  be  a  view 
of  the  town  of  Boston  at  that  early  day,  was  preserved,  and  I 
now  have  the  pleasure  of  presenting  to  this  Society  this  relic  of 
the  days  of  my  great-grandfather.  Beneath  the  roof  of  this  ven- 
erable old  farm-house  were  born  and  reared  three  generations  of 
children  of  ten  each  j  the  b.  of  the  first  being  Aug.  iS,  1  734,  and 
the  last  May  20,  1837,  a  period  less  than  103  years,  only  four  of 
whom  are  now  living. 

Joshua6,  s.  of  Joshua5,  b.  Aug.  iS,  1734,  m.  1st,  Abigail6,  dau. 
of  Samuel5  Eddy  of  Oxford,  afterwards  set  off  to  Ward,  and  sis. 
of  Samuel6,  who  m.  his  sis.  Susannah6  Meriam.  He  m.  2d,  Mrs. 
Hannah  Lovell,  and  3d,  Ann  Stockwell.  Of  his  four  ch.  Jonathan7 
is  said  to  have  m.  a  "Dutch  girl"  and  moved  to  N.  Y.  State, 
and  I  have  no  further  trace  of  him.  Abigail7  m.  1st,  William 
Forbes  of  Oxford  ;  2d,  John  Plummer  of  Thompson,  Conn. ;  and 
3d,  Josiah  Prentice,  Esq.  of  Oxford,  and  d.  without  issue.  Lydia7, 
m.  Jonathan3,  s.  of  John'2  Nichols  of  Charlton,  and  father  of 
the  late  Capt.  Thomas4  Nichols  of  Oxford,  whose  dau.  Thirsa  S.5, 
is  one  of  our  school  teachers.  John7  m.  Hannah3  Nichols,  sis.  of 
Jonathan3,  and  settled  in  Oxford,  but  d.  in  Charlton  Oct.  6,  1840, 
aged  71  years.  When  a  boy  he  lived  with  his  grandparents,  and 
his  grandfather,  Joshua5  Meriam,  left  him  by  will  ,£69,  "  equal 
in  value  to  so  much  in  silver  as  it  stood  in  the  year  1770,"  to  be 
paid  to  him  on  his  arrival  at  the  age  of  21  years,  and  which  was 
paid  by  the  executor,  James6  Meriam,  Dec.  10,  1789,  for  which 
he  gave  his  receipt,   witnessed  by  Marcy7  Meriam  and  James7 
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Meriam,  Jr.  He  was  one  of  the  corporate  members  of  the  "Ox- 
ford Parsonage  Association."  He  had  five  ch.,  only  two  of  whom 
lived  to  grow  up,  viz.,  Celia7,  who  m.  Parley  Eddy,  Jr.,  bro.  of 
Rufus  who  m.  Phoebe7  Meriam  ;  and  Sophia7,  who  m.  Timothy 
Morse  of  Charlton,  several  of  whose  gr.-ch.  reside  in  Worcester. 

Susannah6,  dau.  of  Joshua5,  b.  Oct.  23,  1736,  m.  Samuel6  Eddy 
of  Oxford.  His  descent  was  Samuel5,  Samuel4,  Samuel3,  John2, 
William1,  who  was  a  native  of  Bristol,  Eng.,  educated  at  Trinity 
College,  and  was  Vicar  of  Cranbrook,  Kent,  from  1589  to  1616, 
and  d.  Nov.  23,  161 6.  He  m.  1st,  Mary,  dau.  of  John  Fosten, 
Nov.  20,  1587,  who  d.  July,  161 1,  leaving  ten  ch.  He  m.  2d,  in 
1 6 14,  Elizabeth  Taylor,  by  whom  he  had  one  ch.  John2  Eddy 
and  his  bro.  Samuel2,  s.  of  William1,  left  London  for  America 
Aug.  10,  1630,  and  arrived  at  Plymouth  Oct.  29,  1630,  and 
settled  at  Watertown.  Sarah3  Eddy,  dau.  of  John2,  m.  John 
Marion  of  Watertown  and  Boston,  whose  name  and  those  of  his 
descendants  have  become  so  mixed  up  with  the  Meriam s  on  the 
records  that  it  has  been  sometimes  hard  to  distinguish  them. 
Samuel5  Eddy,  b.  in  Watertown  Aug.  14,  1701,  m.  Elizabeth 
Ward  and  moved  to  Oxford  in  1726,  where  he  d.  in  1762  ;  but 
is  said  to  have  first  gone  there  in  1720.  "He  lived  in  a  cabin, 
and  one  evening  found  that  a  rattlesnake  had  taken  possession 
of  his  bed  during  his  absence,  which  had  to  be  ejected  before  he 
could  retire."  His  s.,  Samuel6,  lived  on  the  same  farm,  situated 
in  that  part  of  Oxford  afterwards  included  in  Ward,  and  kept  a 
public  house  during  the  War  of  the  Revolution.  He  represented 
the  town  of  Ward  in  the  General  Court  in  1787.  His  gr.-s., 
Samuel7,  also  resided  there,  as  did  his  gt. -gr.-s.,  Samuel8,  who  d. 
there  Sept.  28,  1882,  at  the  age  of  86,  whose  s.,  Samuel9,  once 
kept  a  grocery  store  on  the  corner  of  Myrtle  and  Southbridge 
streets  in  Worcester,  in  company  with  Joseph  R.  Torrey,  the 
razor  strop  man.  In  1 793  Samuel6  gave  a  deed  of  the  place  to 
his  s.,  Samuel7,  on  condition  that  he  would  support  his  father  and 
mother  during  their  natural  lives,  which  obligation  seems  never 
to  have  been  recorded,  but  is  now  in  my  possession,  and  is  an 
interesting  document. 


47 

Ruth6,  dau.  of  Joshua5,  b.  Feb.  4,  1739,  m.  Henry  Burnet.  He 
settled  in  Warwick.  On  the  motion  made  in  town  meeting,  July 
13,  1775,  to  confine  the  Rev.  Lemuel  Hedge,  he  voted  yes.  He 
had  a  social,  jovial  nature,  and  could  appreciate  a  joke.  There 
was  an  old  lady  friend  of  his,  well  advanced  in  years  of  "  single- 
blessedness,"  whom  he  delighted  to  banter  on  that  account,  and 
who  declared  she  would  never  marry.  "Now,"  said  he,  "sup- 
posing there  should  come  along  a  nice,  rich  young  man  and  offer 
you  his  hand,  don't  you  think  you  would  accept?"  "Oh,  I  don't 
know,"  she  replied,  "we're  changeable  critters."  Years  after- 
wards he  would  repeat  this  story  and  laugh  heartily. 

Lydia6,  dau.  of  Joshua5,  b.  July  26,  1745,  m.  David4  Gleason  of 
Oxford,  and  settled  in  Ward.  He  was  s.  of  Thomas3,  gr.-s.  of 
Thomas2,  and  gt. -gr.-s.  of  Thomas1.*  Esther2  Gleason,  1st  w.  of 
Ebenezer5  Meriam,  was  his  great-aunt ;  Susannah3  G.,  w.  of  Joshua5 
Meriam,  was  his  aunt ;  and  Ruth4  G.,  who  m.  Ephraim6,  s.  of 
Ebenezer5  Meriam,  was  his  sis.,  so  that  his  w.  appears  to  have 
been  his  cousin.  His  s.,  Ezra5  Gleason,  m.  1st,  his  cousin  Eunice7, 
dau.  of  James6,  and  gr.-dau.  of  Joshua5  Meriam  ;  and  he  m.  2d, 
Marcy7,  sis.  of  Eunice".  Eunice6  Gleason,  dau.  of  Ezra5  and 
Eunice7,  became  the  w.  of  Cyril8,  gt. -gr.-s.  of  Ebenezer5  Meriam. 
David4  Gleason  was  a  farmer,  and  deacon  of  the  church.  His 
dau.  Merriam5  Gleason,  m.  Edward,  s.  of  Comfort  and  Martha 
(Morris)  Rice  of  Worcester,  and  gr.-s.  of  Lieut.  Gershom  Rice, 
Jr.,  whose  father,  Gershom  Rice,  Sen.,  settled  on  Packachoag 
Hill,  so  named  by  the  Indians,  says  Daniel  Gookin,  "from  a 
delicate  spring  of  water  there." 

James6,  s.  of  Joshua5,  b.  Nov.  30,  1747,  m.  Eunice,  dau.  of 
Thomas  and  Eunice  (Putnam)  Lovell  of  Sutton,  afterwards  set 
off  to  Millbury.  They  lived  on  the  old  homestead  of  his  father 
in  the  Country  Gore.  Her  father  made  some  objection  to  the 
marriage  on  account  of  the  distance  the  place  was  situated  from 
the  meeting-house,  four  or  five  miles  ;  but  James  told  him  he  had 
two  horses,  and  she  would  have  no  trouble  in  going  to  meeting. 

*  Thomas1  Gleason  was  son  of  Thomas  of  Sudbury,  and  grandson  of  Thomas 
of  Watertown  and  Charlestown. 
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This  is  explained  by  the  fact  that  there  was  then,  1774,  no  open 
road  to  the  place,  and  the  usual  mode  of  travel  was  by  foot  or  on 
horseback.  Once  on  returning  home  from  a  visit  to  her  friends 
she  was  thrown  from  her  horse,  startled  by  the  sudden  assault  of 
a  yelping  dog,  and  in  consequence  suffered  the  dislocation  of  one 
hip,  which,  not  being  properly  set,  caused  her  to  hobble  on 
crutches  the  remainder  of  her  life.  This  was  afterwards  aggra- 
vated by  being  thrown  out  of  the  old  "one  horse  shay"  returning 
from  a  visit  to  her  only  sis.,  Sarah,  w.  of  Josiah  Waite  of  Royal- 
ston,  caused  by  the  horse  stumbling  in  descending  a  hill  in  Lei- 
cester. Her  bro.,  Ezra  Lovell,  was  called  the  strongest  man  in 
"these  parts,"  and  it  was  his  yearly  pastime  to  place  the  barrels 
of  cider  in  the  cellar  upon  the  third  tier,  simply  lifting  them  by  the 
chimes.  He  once  lifted  a  weight  of  900  pounds.  The  following 
is  characteristic  of  one  who  was  occasionally  called  to  attend 
the  family  in  his  official  capacity  as  physician,  whose  w.  was  a 
cousin  of  the  w.  of  Samuel  Meriam  : 

Oxford  May  3rd  18 15 

This  may  Certify  that  the  Subscriber  has  given  the  kine  pock 

Disease  to  Mrs.  Eunice  Meriam  to  Samuel  and  to  Nancy  Meriam 

her  Children,  and  do  promise  should  they,  or  either  of  them  ever 

have  the  small  pox  to  pay  all  expenses  of  their  having  said  Disease 

Witness  my  hand     Delano  Pierce 

James6  was  enrolled  a  soldier  in  the  Revolution,  as  the  follow- 
ing documents  show  : 

Oxford  Septm  the  23  1777  this 
may  sartfy  that  I  have  Recd.  By  the  [hand]  of  Sert.  James  Meriam 
fifteen  Pound  as  a  fine  for  Refusen  to  go  into  the  Contaniel  Sarvis 
in  the  Room  &  Steed  of  his  father 

Recd  by  me 

John  Town  cap 

To  Sert.  James  Meriam  your  forth  with  Required  to  notify  & 
warne  Capt  Isaac  hertwell  to  Sarve  in  the  Contanentel  armey 
Eight  months  or  get  Sum  Good  abele  Bodied  man  in  his  Room 
&  Stid  or  pay  Fifteen  Pounds  in  twenty  four  ours  by  Spchel  orders 
from  Corte     Oxford  Sept  the  22  :  1777  John  Town  Capt 
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Worcester  July  7th,  1779 
Personally  appeared  James  Meriam  Clerk  of  the  Second  Militia 
Company  in  Oxford  and  made  solemn  oath  that  he  would  hon- 
estly faithfully  &  Imparshally  Execute  the  several  Duties  of  his 
Sd  office  according  to  the  best  of  skill  and  abilities 

before  me     Jacob  Davis  Jus.  Peace 

Oxford  Aug  29th  1 781  Then  Reed  of  Mr  James  Meriam 
Ninety  Pounds  in  Stock  and  Money  in  full  for  a  Negro  Man  to 
go  into  the  army  and  this  is  to  Discharge  him  from  all  Demands 
I  have  on  Sd  Meriam  and  Clap  as  witness  my  hand 

Edwd  R  Campbell 

Leicester  Aug  30th  1781  this  day  recvd  one  man  for  the  town 
of  Oxford  to  Sarve  in  the  army  for  three  years  for  the  clase  whear 
of  Mr  James  Meriam  is  chear  man 

Seth  Wash  burn  Superint 

He  was  one  of  the  original  members  of  the  "Oxford  Theft 
Detecting  Society,"  formed  in  1791.  His  eldest  s.,  James7,  m. 
1st,  Anna7,  dan.  of  Jotham6  Meriam,  by  whom  he  had  one  ch., 
Adolphus8  Meriam.  He  m.  2d,  Zaruia  Rich  of  Milford,  N.  Y., 
where  he  resided  some  years  and  then  moved  to  Fort  Wayne, 
Ind.,  where  he  d.,  and  near  where  some  of  his  descendants  still 
live.  Thomas7,  s.  of  James6,  m.  Lucy,  dau.  of  Deacon  Isaac 
Stone  of  Ward,  where  he  settled,  but  in  his  last  years  lived  with 
his  only  ch.,  Isaac  S.8  Meriam,  at  one  time  a  real  estate  broker 
in  Worcester.  He  rose  to  the  rank  of  major  in  the  militia ;  was 
a  justice  of  the  peace  ;  and  represented  Auburn  in  the  Legislature 
in  1843. 

Samuel7,  s.  of  James6,  m.  Nancy  Tyler4,  dau.  of  John3  Nichols 
of  Charlton,  and  settled  on  the  old  homestead  at  Oxford  North 
Gore.  Her  gt.-gr. -father,  John1  Nichols,  came  from  Ireland  at 
the  age  of  17,  probably  about  1727,  as  he  d.  Jan.  10,  1801,  aged 
91  ;  and  bought  a  large  tract  of  land  in  Oxford  and  what  is  now 
the  south  part  of  Charlton.  He  m.  Hannah,  dau.  of  Capt.  Jona- 
than Tucker,  Sen.,  of  Charlton,  by  whom  he  had  two  ch.,  John2 
and  Hannah2.     His  will  is  dated  May  12,1 798,  and  proved  March 
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3,  1801.  Lucretia  (Putnam)  Nichols,  mother  of  Nancy  T.,  was 
the  dau.  of  Dea.  Amos  Putnam  of  Sutton  and  Worcester,  bro.  of 
Gen.  Rufus,  the  pioneer  in  the  settlement  of  the  Western  Reserve, 
Ohio  ;  and  their  father,  Dea.  Elisha,  was  a  cousin  of  Gen.  Israel 
Putnam.  Dea.  Amos  lived  at  what  is  now  Jamesville,  where  one 
of  the  gates  on  the  old  Worcester  and  Stafford  Turnpike  was 
located,  and  may  have  been  its  first  keeper,  although  he  has  not 
been  given  the  credit  of  it.  When  3  years  old,  Nancy  fell  into 
the  well,  still  in  use,  at  the  old  homestead  of  her  father,  but  was 
rescued  without  injury.  Of  the  ten  children  born  to  Samuel7  and 
Nancy  but  four  remain,  the  writer  being  the  firstborn,  now  (Sept. 
6,  18S7)  in  the  70th  year  of  his  age.  April  2,  1867,  they  cele- 
brated their  golden  wedding,  at  which  were  present  the  original 
groomsman  and  bridesmaid,  Dea.  Seth  Daniels  and  wife  of  Oxford, 
parents  of  George  F.  Daniels  who  is  engaged  in  writing  the  town 
history. 

Nancy7,  youngest  ch.  of  James6,  b.  Dec.  30,  1791,  remained 
single  and  d.  Nov.  5,  1822.  At  the  age  of  18  she  became  hope- 
fully converted,  and  ever  after  proved  her  devotion  to  the  cause 
she  had  espoused.  She  held  frequent  correspondence  with  her 
numerous  friends,  of  which  she  made  and  preserved  copies,  and 
kept  a  diary  from  181 1  to  near  the  close  of  her  life,  in  which  she 
recorded  not  only  her  own  thoughts  and  feelings,  but  the  scripture 
texts,  heads  of  discourses,  and  sometimes  large  portions  of  the 
sermons  to  which  she  was  privileged  to  listen,  which  she  wrote 
from  memory,  not  taking  any  notes  at  the  time  of  delivery. 
These  are  valuable  mementoes  of  those  early  days,  and  those  old- 
time  pastors.  She  was  active  in  all  benevolent  works  of  the  time 
in  which  she  lived,  as  the  following  extracts  from  her  diary  prove  : 

May  $th,  18 1  g. — The  Oxford  Female  Cent  Society  formed. 
Fifty-six  members.  The  meeting  introduced  by  prayer  and  ex- 
hortation by  the  Reverend  Mr.  B.[Batchelor]  The  Society 
unanimously  adopted  a  constitution,  chose  their  officers  and  a 
committee  to  appropriate  their  bounty.  We  have  succeeded 
beyond  my  most  sanguine  expectations  in  the  formation  of  this 
Society. 
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Then  follows  a  prayer  for  God's  blessing  upon  their  efforts. 
She  was  chosen  secretary  of  this  Society,  and  made  and  preserved 
annual  reports  of  their  doings,  copies  of  which,  and  of  the  con- 
stitution I  have  in  her  handwriting. 

May  J2th. — Attended  a  female  prayer  meeting  at  Mrs.  P.'s. 
The  first  I  believe  ever  held  in  this  town.  It  was  proposed  that 
the  members  of  the  Female  Cent  Society  and  the  sisters  of  the 
church  who  do  not  belong  to  this  Society,  meet  monthly  for 
prayer,  reading  and  religious  conversation.  I  returned  much 
refreshed  in  spirit. 

May  joth. — Just  returned  from  the  Sabbath  School.  I  have 
this  day  commenced  a  new  and  most  important  work.  I  feel 
incompetent  for  the  task. 

This  school  was  in  the  Gore  District,  which  she  was  instrumen- 
tal in  forming,  there  being  another  at  the  center  of  the  town  in 
which  she  also  sometimes  assisted.  After  her  death  there  was 
some  talk  of  having  her  biography  written,  but  those  most  com- 
petent for  the  task  had  either  passed  away  or  were  not  approached 
in  regard  to  it.  It  was  a  time  when  many  such  biographies  were 
pnblished  to  stimulate  the  minds  of  the  young,  and  fiction  was 
utterly  discarded. 

Martha6,  dau.  of  Joshua5,  b.  June  30,  1752,  m.  Asa  Conant  Sen.,* 
and  settled  in  Warwick,  where  she  d.  March  12,  181 2,  and  he  d. 
Feb.  21.  1832.  On  the  question  of  confining  Rev.  Mr.  Hedge  he 
voted  no.  Of  their  nine  ch.,  Susannah7,  b.  May  29,  1783,  m. 
James,  s.  of  Jonathan  and  Mary  (Pierce)  Blake  of  Dorchester  and 
Warwick.  He  was  a  farmer  and  first  settled  in  Warwick,  then 
lived  two  or  three  years  in  Dorchester,  returned  to  Warwick  in 
1810,  moved  to  Gill  in  1S16,  lived  some  years  in  Vermont,  and 
finally  returned  to  Warwick  about  1836,  where  he  d.  Oct.  1,  1847. 
He  was  deacon  of  the  Unitarian  Church  at  Warwick  from  1838 
till  his  death.  Patty7,  dau.  of  Asa  and  Martha  Conant,  b.  Oct. 
23,  1786,  m.  Hon.  Jonathan  Blake,  bro.  of  James,  b.  in  Dorches- 
ter May  29,  1780.  Of  himself  he  says,  in  a  letter  to  Samuel 
Blake  :  "  I  lived  one  year  in  Dorchester,   and   then  moved  to 

*  A  native  of  Dudley. 
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Warwick  in  Franklin  County,  and  lived  there  over  73  years ;  and 
then  moved  to  Brattleboro',  Vt.  Was  Town  Clerk  of  Warwick 
15  years,  served  as  Selectman,  Overseer  of  the  Poor  and  Assessor 
9  years,  was  an  active  Justice  of  the  Peace  42  years,  Land  Sur- 
veyor and  Conveyancer  50  years,  Representative  to  General  Court 
2  years,  Senator  of  Mass.  2  years,  County  Commissioner  in  Frank- 
lin County  9  years,  and  Chairman  of  the  Board  3  years,  trained 
as  a  common  soldier  in  the  Militia  1 7  years,  Superintendent  of 
Sunday  School  20  years,  Agent,  Clerk,  one  of  the  Directors,  and 
President  of  the  '  Franklin  Glass  Factory  Company '  8  years, 
wrote  the  History  of  Warwick,  and  many  other  fugitive  pieces  in 
prose  and  verse,  was  a  member  of  the  Convention  of  1820  to 
revise  the  Constitution  of  Mass.,  a  member  of  the  Unitarian 
Church  in  Warwick  over  50  years,  and  a  humble  private  citizen 
through  life."  The  descendants  of  these  two  Blake  families  are 
very  numerous. 

Asa6,  youngest  ch.  of  Joshua5,  b.  Oct.  20,  1754,  m.  Mary,  dau. 
•  of  Luke  and  Lydia  (-SJEttafce)  Lincoln  of  Leicester,  a  descendant 
of  Gen.  Lincoln  of  Revolutionary  fame:'  He  became  a  distin- 
guished physician,  and  settled  in  New  Salem,  where  he  d.  May  7, 
1795.  Several  of  their  daus.  became  teachers,  not  only  in  New 
Salem  and  towns  in  that  vicinity,  but  in  Boston  and  Cambridge. 
Their  s.,  Joshua  Lincoln7  Meriam,  b.  April  6,  1783,  m.  Lucy 
(Hatstat)  Meriam,  w!d.  and  2d  w.  of  William7,  gr.-s.  of  Ebenezer5 
Meriam.  She  was  dau.  of  George  Hatstat,  a  Hessian  soldier  in 
the  Revolution.  She  was  b.  Jan.  7,  1782,  and  d.  in  Petersham  at 
the  house  of  Sanford  B.  Cook,  who  m.  her  gr.-dau.,  Jan.  9,  1880, 
aged  98  years,  2  days.  Joshua  Lincoln7  d.  Feb.  7,  1869,  aged  85 
years,  10  months. 

In  this  paper  I  must  necessarily  pass  by  many  worthy  of  hon- 
orable mention,  but  cannot  close  without  returning  thanks  to  the 
large  number  of  correspondents  who  have  so  greatly  aided  me  in 
collecting  the  great  amount  of  material  in  my  possession,  which  I 
hope  some  day  to  see  woven  into  a  family  history  ;  and  I  earnestly 
request  all  who  have  in  their  possession  facts  that  will  in  any  way 
aid  in  making  such  a  history  complete,  to  communicate  them  to  me. 

0*\ 
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